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180th  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 


Messengers  elect  Broome  to  first  term 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 
Editor 

Messengers  to  the  2015  an* 
nual  meeting  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  (MBC)  on 
Oct  27-28  at  First  Church,  Jack- 
son,  elected  a  new  president 
heard  the  first  reading  of  a  pro¬ 
posed  constitutional  amendment 
that  will  be  voted  on  by  messen¬ 
gers  to  the  convention’s  2016 
annual  meeting,  and  approved  a 
2016  Cooperative  Program  bud¬ 
get  of  over  31.5  million  dollars. 

A  total  of  882  messengers  reg¬ 
istered  for  the  annual  meeting,  a 
slight  decline  from  the  896  mes¬ 
sengers  who  regis’ered  for  the 
2014  annual  meeting. 

Doug  Broome,  senior  pastor  of 
Hist  Church.  Natchez,  was  elect¬ 
ed  without  opposition  to  his  first 
term  as  MBC  president  He  re¬ 
places  Matt  Buckles,  senior  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Vicksburg,  who 
served  two  terms  as  president 
and  wae  not  eligible  for  reelection. 
Broome  has  served  an  a  number 
of  MBC  committees  and  is  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board. 

Reelected  without  opposition 
to  second  terms  were  first  vice- 
pn  ident  Gary  Wyatt,  pastor  of 
North  Morton  Church,  Morton, 
and  second  vice-president  Larry 
Young,  pastor  at  Spangle  Ban¬ 
ner  Church,  Pace.  Young’s  first 
term  as  second  vice-president 


NEW  OFFICERS  -  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  officers  elect¬ 
ed  by  messengers  to  the  2015  annual  meeting  of  the  convention 
Oct  27-28  at  Rrst  Church,  Jackson,  indude  (from  left)  Gary  Wyatt, 
pastor  of  North  Morton  Church,  Morton,  first  vice-president;  Doug 
Broome,  senior  pastor  of  First  Church,  Natchez,  president;  (-any 
Young,  pastor  of  Spangle  Banner  Church,  Pace,  second  vice  presi¬ 
dent;  end  Jerry  Bingham,  missions  director  for  Benton-Tippah 
Association  in  Ripley,  associate  recording  secretary.  Not  pictured 
is  Michael  Weeks,  pastor  of  Pleasant  HiU  Church,  Olive  Branch, 
recording  secretary.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


last  year  marked  the  first  time 
in  MBC  history  that  an  African- 
American  was  elected  to  a  con¬ 
vention-wide  office. 

Michael  Weeks,  pastor  of 
Pleasant  HiU  Church  in  Olive 
Branch,  was  reelected  without 
opposition  as  recording  secre¬ 
tary.  Jerry  Bingham,  missions 


director  for  Benton-Tippah  As¬ 
sociation  in  Ripley,  was  reelected 
without  opposition  as  assistant 
recording  secretary.  The  posi¬ 
tions  of  recording  secretary  and 
assistant  recording  secretary  are 
not  term-limited. 

Messengers  also  heard  the  first 
reading  of  a  proposed  amend¬ 


ment  to  the  MBC  Constitution 
put  forward  by  die  convention's 
Committee  on  Constitution  and 
Bylaws.  The  proposed  amend¬ 
ment  reads,  “Article  in.  Doctrinal 
Guidelines.  The  doctrinal  guide¬ 
lines  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  shall  be  The  2000 
Baptist  Faith  and  Message." 

According  to  Section  VU  of 
the  MBC  Constitution,  proposed 
amendments  must  the  given  at 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  con¬ 
vention  of  the  immediately  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  published  in  the 
MBC  Annual  and  The  Baptist  Re¬ 
cord,  and  then  voted  on  oy  mes¬ 
sengers  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  fol  lowing  year.  Thus,  the  pro¬ 
posed  amendment  will  be  voted 
on  by  messengers  to  the  2016  an¬ 
nual  meeting. 

Messengers  adopted  a  2016 
Cooperative  Program  budget 
of  $31,522,005,  an  increase 
of  $237*438  076*)  over  the 
2015  Cooperative  Program 
budget.  Support  for  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  causes 
such  as  the  mission  boards  and 
theological  education  will  to¬ 
tal  $11,741,947,  an  increase  of 
$166,657  (1-44%),  representing 
37.25%  of  the  total  2016  Coop¬ 
erative  Program  budget. 

The  Cooperative  Program  is 
Southern  Baptists’  unified  plan 
of  giving  through  which  cooper¬ 
ating  Southern  Baptist  church¬ 
es  give  a  percentage  of  their 
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{ABOVE)  PftAISE  TO  GOD 

-The  combined  choirs  of  First 
Church,  Summit;  Highland 
Colony  Church,  Madison; 
Carterville  Church,  Petal;  and 
the  William  Carey  University 
Chorale  from  Hattiesburg 
were  joined  by  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  S.Tnphony  Orchestra 
for  praise  end  worship  at  the 
Oct.  27  evening  session  of  the 
2015  annual  meeting  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion.  (Photo  by  William  H. 
Perkins  Jr.) 
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Pastor’s  wife,  reach  out 


the  loudest  silence,  a  moment  so 
-fit  is  imperceptible  to  the  untrained 
■  - that  moment  between  reamy  and 
response  when  faced  with  the  tractitfonal 
Sunday  greeting  ot  “How  are  you?"  Inside 

there  is  a  heart  crying  out  to  be  known.  Yet 
as  we  turn  up  our  smiles,  we  turn  down  the 
volume  cm  tne  voice  of  truth.  I  am  fine.  I  am 
great  My  Kfe  is  in  order. 

Pastor's  wife,  we  are  facing  an  epi¬ 
demic  in  our  churches.  It  is  the  epidemic 
of  being  “fine."  Somehow  we  have  bought 
into  the  tie  that  if  anyone  knew  our  true 
humanity  and  afl  of  its  nagging  sin  nature, 
we  would  be  ostracized.  Instead  of  dealing 
with  our  struggles  and  finding  in  another 
person  the  relief  of  confession  and  healing, 
we  lock  those  struggles  away  in  a  compart¬ 
ment  of  the  heart  where  only  Satan  knows 
the  combination.  He  opens  the  lock  when 
he  wants  to  cause  you  pain  and  shame, 
and  then  lets  you  dose  it  until  the  next 
time  be  wants  to  use  it 

Pastor’s  wife,  you  don’t  have  to  lock  away 
your  shame.  Christ  died  on  the  cross  and  has 
removed  from  you  any  condemnation.  Noth¬ 
ing  about  your  struggles  surprises  Jesus.  It  is 
only  when  you  keep  silent  that  Satan  retains 
his  power.  It  is  only  in  his  whispers  that  you 


Guest  opinion 

with  Amy  Hebert 


he  does  not  have  his  life  in  order.  In  fact, 

Paul  has  something  in  his  life  that  causes 
him  great  pain. 

Pastor’s  wife,  1  want  you  to  know  that  you 
can  and  should  be  real  with  other  befiev 
ers.  Like  Paul,  we  all  have  things  in  our  hves 
which  seem  to  be  a  constant  struggle.  When 
1  was  in  school,  our  teacher  assigned  us  a 
building  project.  We  had  to  design  and  make 
a  bridge  out  of  toothpicks,  which  we  would 
then  test  to  see  how  much  weight  it  could 
hold  before  buckling. 


Honor  onr  veterans 


On  Wednesday  of  next  week  and  public  meetings  and  a  brief 

we  will  observe  Veterans  suspension  of  business  beginning  at 
Day,  an  annual  nationwide  11:00  a.m. 
tribute  to  America’s  military  vet-  Public  Law  380,  passed  by 

erans.  They  are  our  sons,  daugh-  the  U.S.  Congress  in  June  1954, 
ters,  fathers,  mothers,  and  beloved  changed  the  name  of  Armistice  Day 

friends,  and  the  country  has  not  to  Veterans  Day  to  honor  veterans 
always  appreciated  their  efforts.  of  all  the  country's  wars.  Veterans 
However,  we  are  free  todav  because  Day  is  observed  on  November  n, 
of  their  sacrifices.  regardless  of  what  day  of  the  week 

As  our  Armed  Forces  struggle  on  which  it  falls,  and  remains  a 

in  our  stead  even  today  against  celebration  to  honor  America’s 

the  forces  of  tyranny  and  enslave-  veterans  for  their  patriotism,  love 

ment  that  are  so  often  grounded  in  of  country,  and  willingness  to  serve 
religious  fanaticism  ana  would  take  and  sacrifice  for  the  common  good, 
away  our  freedoms  —  not  the  least  •  •  • 

of  which  would  be  our  freedom  of 

worship  —  it  is  therefore  fitting  In  our  spoiled,  materialistic  cul- 

to  follow  the  example  of  our  ture  of  today,  we  have  forgotten 

forebears  and  pause  to  too  much  of  our  history, 

remember  the  people  tiTrN.  We  take  too  lightly 

involved  in  secur-  J*I1  W/fo  the  sacrifices  of 

ing  those  free-  Z  our  veterans  and 

doms.  /. fir  their  families. 

Problem  ff  &  iK,  ik  A  Too  many  of 

is.VcUrans 

such  sacrifices 
ourselves  to 
really  ap- 


In  2  Corinthians  12:7-10,  the  Apostle 
Paul  talks  about  a  “thorn  in  the  flesh" 
that  tormented  him  relentlessly.  We  don’t 
know  exactly  what  it  was,  but  we  do  know 
that  he  pled  with  God  to  remove  it  God's 
response  was  that  He  wanted  Paul  to  see 
how  useful  his  struggle  was!  It  caused  Paul 
to  run  to  the  one  place  he  could  go  for 
help,  namely,  Christ. 

So  what  (fid  Paul  do?  Did  he  collect  his 
thoughts  carefully  and  make  sure  to  let  the 
Corinthians  know  that  afl  was  well?  Did  he 
write  that  it  really  was  not  a  big  problem, 
and  not  to  worry  because  he  had  it  under 
control?  No.  Paul  was  obviously  not  ac¬ 
customed  to  polite  Sunday  conversation, 
because  he  takes  a  much  more  dangerous 
aDoroach  to  his  struggles. 

He  says,  ’Therefore  I  wiD  boast  all  die 
more  gladly  about  my  weaknesses,  so  that 
Christs  power  may  rest  on  me.  That  is  why, 
for  Christ's  sake,  1  delight  in  weaknesses,  in 
insults,  in  persecutions,  in  difficulties.  For 


VETERANS 

^%DAY.^ 


preciate  what 
they  have 
done,  and  are 
doing,  for  us. 
Super  Bowl 
Sunday  is  a  bigger 
event  now.  Whiny 
basketball  stars  are 
our  heroes.  A  prime  tee 
time  is  more  important  than 
attending  a  Veterans  Day  ceremo¬ 
ny.  Slathering  barbeque  sauce  on 
the  ribs  weighing  down  our  fancy 
grills  is  a  higher  priority  than  stop¬ 
ping  for  a  few  minutes  to  honor 
our  veterans. 

Christians,  of  all  people,  should 
be  ashamed  to  act  that  way.  If  not 

World  War  I  officially  ended  for  the  sacrifices  of  these  men  and 
when  the  Treatv  of  Versailles  was  women  throughout  the  history  of 

signed  on  June  28, 1919,  in  the  Pal-  our  country,  we  would  have  no 
ace  of  Versailles  outside  the  town  freedom  to  worship  God  in  open- 
of  Versailles,  France.  However,  ness  and  without  fear.  We  would 
fighting  had  ceased  seven  months  be  severely  limited  In  our  ability  to 
earlier  when  an  armistice  went  into  evangelize  the  world  (if  we  could  do 
effect  on  the  eleventh  hour  of  the  so  at  all).  We  would  be  defenseless 
eleventh  dav  of  the  eleventh  month,  and  persecuted  everywhere. 

For  that  reason,  November  u,  1918,  War  is  not  God’s  best  for  us,  and 
is  generally  regarded  as  the  end  of  He  surely  grieves  every  loss  caused 
World  War  I.  by  mankind’s  ultimate  inhumanity. 

In  November  1019,  U.S.  Presi-  As  long  as  there  is  evil  in  this  world, 
dent  Woodrow  Wilson  proclaimed  though,  there  will  undoubtedly  be 

November  11  as  the  first  com-  irmed  conflict  and  warriors  will  be 

memoratkm  of  Armistice  Day.  The  called  upon  to  defend  our  freedoms, 
original  concept  for  the  celebration  May  we  never  take  them  for 
was  for  a  day  observed  with  parades  granted. 


day  to  take  1 
on  work 
and  immerse 
ourselves 
in  some  self- 
absorbed  activ¬ 
ity,  while  giving 
little  thought  to 
the  day’s  significance. 

It  shouldn’t  be  that  way, 
so  perhaps  a  brief  history  of  this 
important  observance  is  in  order. 
The  following  is  condensed  and 
eised  from  the  web  site  of 
Department  of  Veterans 
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Platt:  Be  patient 
as  IMB  returns  to 
financial  health 


mCHMOND.Vfc.  (BP)  -  Restoring 
the  International  Mission  Board 
(IMB)  to  fufl  financial  health  will 
be  a  long  process  that  requires 
patience  among  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  and  the  cooperation  of  local 
churches  through  a  variety  of  av¬ 
enues,  IMB  President  David  Platt 
said  Oct  27  during  a  live  stream 
question  and  answer  session. 

Addressing  a  live  audience  that 
tuned  in  using  more  than  1,500 
separate  electronic  devices,  Piatt 
reiterated  the  IMB’s  need  to  re¬ 
duce  by  600-800  its  total  number 
of  field  personnel  and  staff  in  light 
of  spending  $210  million  more 
than  Southern  Baptists  have  given 
since  2010. 

Reserve  funds  and  proceeds 
from  property  sales  made  up  the 
difference,  he  said,  and  no  debt 
was  incurred. 

Despite  the  sobering  finan¬ 
cial  report,  Platt  said  the  future  of 
Southern  Baptist  missions  is  not  “a 
dismal  picture.” 

“I  want  to  reframe"  negative 
prognostications  “based  on  real- 
ity,  Platt  said.  “When  l  think  about 
[the]  SBC,  I  don’t  think  decline. 
Yes,  we’ve  got  challenges  in  the 
culture  we’re  in  and  when  it  comes 
to  reaching  people  in  the  culture 
Alin  haotMMd.  ...At  the 
same  time,  know  mis:  the  global 
witness  that  God  is  providing  the 
nations  through  the  SBC  right  now 
is  nothing  short  of  awesome." 

He  expressed  appreciation 
that  “churches  giving  to  the  IMB 
through  Lottie  Moon  [Christmas 
Offering  for  International  Mis- 
and  Cooperative  Program 


_  i  over  the  last  cou¬ 
ple  of  years."  Platt’s  goal,  he  said, 
*is  in  no  way  to  shame  the  churches 
and  say,  *lf  you  just  rave  more,  we 
wouldn’t  have  to  do  mis.*" 

Still,  as  the  IMB  downsizes  its 
missionary  force  through  a  volun¬ 
tary  retirement  program  and  other 
voluntary  resignation  options,  Platt 
answered  questions  submitted  via 
Twitter  ana  Facebook  about  how 
local  churches  can  help  improve 
the  organization’s  financial  situa¬ 
tion.  Among  the  questions  . 

■  “How  would  you  advise  our 
church  to  consider  its  missions 
budget  allocation  in  light  of  the 
(MB  needs?" 

Platt  replied.  "I  would  encour¬ 
age  your  church...  to  give  sacrifi- 
aally  for  the  spread  of  the  Gospel  to 
the  nations  and  specifically  for  the 
spread  of  the  Gospel  to  people  who 
have  never  heard  it,  and  I  hope  that 
your  church  sees  IMB  as  a  valuable 
partner  in  seeing  that  happen." 

■  "I  struggle  because  I  feel 
like  our  local  church  should  send 
teams,  not  just  give  money  How 
do  we  balance?" 

Platt  noted  that  givina  and  send¬ 
ing  teams  should  he  a  Twth/and" 
proposition  rather  than  an  “either/ 


or"  scenario.  “Send  money  and 
send  people,”  he  said.  “As  more 
people  are  going  out  from  churches 
to  get  the  Gospel  to  the  nations, 
then  more  people  are  going  to  want 
to  give  to  see  more  people  going  out 
to  get  die  Gospel  to  the  nations.  If 
people  aren’t  going  out  and  people 
are  just  sending  money,  there’s  a 
disconnect." 

■  “Has  any  thought  been  riven 
to  changing  the  funding  mode)  of 
IMB  missionaries?" 

Platt  said  he  hopes  some  IMB 
missionaries  wffl  be  “totally  self- 
funded,”  travelling  overseas  as  stu¬ 
dents  in  international  universities, 
business  professionals  employed 
by  corporations,  and  retirees  fund¬ 
ed  by  their  own  savings  and  U  S. 
government  programs. 

He  also  raised  the  possibility  of 
fully-funded  1MB  church  planters 
expanding  to  a  mobilization  model 
where  business  professionals  on 
their  church  planting  teams  “begin 
to  pull  together”  ana  “actually  be¬ 
gin  to  support  the  foil  time  church 
planter  much  like  we  support  a  pas¬ 
tor  here.” 

Another  possibility  is  for 
churches  to  utilize  the  IMB’s  exist¬ 
ing  GC2  (Great  Commission  Global 
Connect)  and  SBC  Direct  programs 
to  fond  specific  missionaries  out¬ 
side  traditional  cooperative  fund¬ 
ing  channels. 

“I  know  as  soon  as  I  mention 
that,  there  are  a  lot  of  questions  that 
come  up  just  along  the  lines  of  what 
does  that  do  when  it  comes  to  Co¬ 
operative  Program  or  Lottie  Moon 
or  your  riving?  We  have  closely 
monitored  that.  The  churches  that 
are  sending  people  through  those 
pathways  have  actually'  increased 
their  giving  to  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  and  Lottie  Moon  as  they’ve 
sent  more  missionaries,  so  we  want 
more  churches  to  be  sending  more 
people,"  he  said. 

Every  method  of  funding  IMB 
missionaries  should  be  consistent 
with  a  model  that  “bolsters  and  fu¬ 
els  the  cooperative  giving  that  goes 
on  among  Southern  Baptist  church¬ 
es,"  Platt  said,  “and  Vm  convinced 
there’s  a  way  to  do  that  We’ve  just 
gpt  to  think  wisely  through  ft” 

Platt  dosed  by  requesting  prayer 
for  the  IMB  family  and  the  church¬ 
es  it  serves.  He  asked  Southern 
Baptists  to  help  returning  mission- 
aries  by  providing  extra  houses,  ve¬ 
hicles,  and  jobs. 

Giving  to  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering,  be  said,  is  one 
important  step  Southern  Baptists 
can  take  to  help  the  IMB. 

“I  want  to  see  less  missionaries 
coming  off  the  field,  more  mission 
aries  getting  the  Gospel  to  the  na¬ 
tions  in  the  days  ahead,"  Platt  said. 

\b  view  a  recording  of  the  live 
stream  event,  visit  www.imb. 
org  and  dick  on  David  Platt  live 
stream  replay. 


RAISING  SUPPORT  -  Members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  are  playing  a  leading  role  in  encouraging  churches  to  increase  support  for  the 
International  Mission  Board,  which  has  announced  cost-cutting  measures  in  the  wake  of 
revenue  shortfalls  over  the  past  several  years.  (BP  photo) 

Exec.  Comm,  standing  behind 
International  Mission  Board 


NASHVILLE  (BP  and  local  re¬ 
ports)  —  Since  adopting  a  reso¬ 
lution  in  September  pledging  to 
“encourage  and  leaa  chu 
to  “give  more  than  ever  before 
through  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram,  at  least  17  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee’s  members  have 
already  recommended  increas¬ 
es  in  Cooperative  Program  (CP) 
riving  at  the  churches  where 
theyare  members. 

the  proposed  increases  are 
intended  to  help  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Mission  Board  (IMB)  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  in  Richmond,  Va.,  which 
has  announced  that  revenue 
shortages  have  forced  the  mis- 
sionarv -sending  agency  to 
bring  home  some  missionaries 
and  cut  the  budget  in  other  vi¬ 
tal  areas. 

According  to  reports  sent 
by  Executive  Committee  (EC) 
members  to  chairman  Mike 
Routt,  proposed  increases 
range  from  .2  percent  to  two 
percent  of  church  budgets, 
though  not  all  reporting  mem¬ 
bers  stated  their  recommenda¬ 
tions  as  a  percentage  of  undes¬ 
ignated  receipts. 

Routt  told  Baptist  Press 
(BP)  that  even  at  churches 
where  a  CP  increase  is  not  pos¬ 
sible  for  the  upcoming  budget 
year,  EC  members  “continue 
to  use  their  influence  to  lead 
their  congregations  in  exem¬ 
plary  missions  giving." 

Trie  average  CP  gift  from 
churches  of  EC  members  in 
2013-14  was  7.6%  of  undes¬ 
ignated  receipts,  2.1  percent¬ 
age  points  higher  than  the 
SBC  average  of  5.5%  for  the 
same  period. 

If  every'  Southern  Baptist 
church  had  given  through  CP 
at  the  level  of  the  average  EC 
members  church,  the  IMB 


'I  believe  that  is 
the  beauty  of  CP.  Our 
IMB  missionaries 
don't  have  to  raise 
support.  They  can 
focus  on  sharing  the 
Gocpel  in  some  of 
the  darkest  parts  of 
the  world  .' 

Rolland  Slade 

pastor  of  Meridian 
Church  in  B  Ca|on.  Ca. 

alone  would  have  received  ap¬ 
proximately  $67  million  in  ad¬ 
ditional  income  for  2013-14,  ac¬ 
cording  to  BP’S  calculations. 

Executive  Committee  mem¬ 
ber  David  Hamilton,  pastor  of 
West  Heights  Church  in  Ponto¬ 
toc  and  former  two-term  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention,  told  BP  the  West 
Heights  Church  staff  will  rec¬ 
ommend  a  one  percentage  point 
budget  increase  in  CP  giving  for 
2010-17,  bringing  the  congre¬ 
gation's  gifts  through  Southern 
Baptists'  unified  program  of 
supporting  missions  and  min¬ 
istries  in  North  America  and 
around  the  globe  to  14.6%  of  the 
church’s  unaesignated  receipts. 

West  Heights  Church  also 
will  likehjnve  an  additional  gift 
through  CP  in  2015-16  equiva¬ 
lent  to  one  percent  of  its  undes- 
ignated  receipts. 

When  Routt  challenged  EC 
members  “to  step  up  to  the  plate 
and  take  the  lead"  in  CP  giving. 
Hamilton  said,  “l  know  there 
were  other  members  in  there, 
but  I  personally  feh  he  was  talk¬ 
ing  airectiy  to  me  and  that  1 
needed  to  step  up  and  take  the 
lead  with  our  church " 


Executive  Committee  mem¬ 
ber  Rolland  Slade,  pastor  of  Me¬ 
ridian  Church  in  El  Cajon,  Ca., 
told  BP  he  is  asking  the  congre¬ 
gation  to  increase  CP  riving  bv 
one  percent  of  the  budget  each 
year  for  the  next  five  years  “to 
get  back  to  the  level  we  were  at 
two  years  ago  before  the  down¬ 
turn  in  the  economy." 

“I  do  feel  some  responsibility 
as  an  EC  member  to  lead  Me¬ 
ridian  to  step  up,  but  it  is  more 
than  that,"  Siade  said.  “As  a  for¬ 
mer  [North  American  Mission 
Board]  missionary,  1  personally 
know  what  it  means  to  be  sup¬ 
ported  through  CP... 

“1  have  fond  memories  and 
am  thankful  for  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  across  this  nation  that 
allowed  me  to  serve  full  time 
without  worrying  about  rais¬ 
ing  support,”  he  said.  “I  was 
able  to  concentrate  on  sharing 
the  Gospel  and  ministering 
to  the  people  that  God  put  in 
front  of  me. 

“I  believe  that  is  the  beauty 
of  CP.  Our  IMB  missionaries 
don't  have  to  raise  support. 
They  can  focus  on  sharing  the 
Gospel  in  some  of  the  darkest 
parts  of  the  world." 

Routt,  in  encouraging  con¬ 
tinued  sacrificial  CP  giving,  re¬ 
minded  EC  members  in  an  Oct. 
17  email  of  their  “stewardship 
of  influence." 

Those  who  serve  on  the  EC 
“have  been  given  this  sacred 
trust  of"  acting  on  behalf  of  the 
SBC  while  it  is  not  in  session, 
Routt  said.  “By  God’s  sovereign¬ 
ty,  He  has  raised  us  up  ‘for  such 
a  time  as  this,'  a  time  to  l^ad  our 
denomination  to  a 
of  Cooperative  Pn 

“In  other  wort 
the  opportunity 
stewardship  of 
an  example  U 
to  follow  ."  A 
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Honor  our  veterans 


On  Wednesday  of  next  week 
we  will  observe  Veterans 
Day,  an  annual  nationwide 
tribute  to  America’s  military  vet¬ 
erans,  They  are  our  sons,  daugh-  the  U,8.  Cong, 
ters,  fathers,  mothers,  and  beloved  changed  the  name  of  Armistice  Day 

to  Veterans  Day  to  honor  veterans 
of  all  the  country’s  wars.  Veterans 
Day  is  observed  on  November  n, 


and  public  meetings  and  a  brief 
suspension  of  business  beginning  at 
11:00  a.m. 

Public  Law  380,  passed  by 
the  U.S.  Congress  in  June  i< 


friends,  and  the  country  has  not 
always  appreciated  their  efforts. 

However,  we  are  free  today  because 
of  their  sacrifices. 

As  our  Armed  Forces  struggle 
in  our  stead  even  today  against 
the  forces  of  tyranny  and  enslave¬ 
ment  that  are  so  often  grounded  in 
religious  fanaticism  and  would  take 
away  our  freedoms  —  not  the  least 
of  wmSch  would  be  our  freedom  of 
worslklp  —  it  is  therefore  fitting 
to  foDmr  the  example  of  our 
forebears  and  pause  to 

remember  the  people  fa  *7^ 


regardless  of  what  day  of  the  week 
on  which  it  falls,  and  remains  a 
celebration  to  honor  America’s 
veterans  for  their  patriotism,  love 


of  country,  and  willingness  to  1 
and  sacrifice  for  the  common  good. 


VETERANS 


♦  ♦ 


ing  those  free¬ 
doms. 

Problem 
^Veterans 

Americans 
has  become 
just  another 
day  to  take 
off  work 
and  immerse 
ourselves 
in  some  self- 
absorbed  activ¬ 
ity,  while  giving 
little  thought  to 
the  day’s  significance. 

It  shouldn’t  be  that  way, 
so  perhaps  a  brief  history  of  this 
important  observance  is  in  order. 
The  following  is  condensed  and 
paraphrasedfrom  the  web  site  of 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Veterans 
Affairs: 


World  War  l  officially  ended 
when  the  Treaty  of  Versailles  was 
signed  on  June  28, 1919*  in  the  Pal¬ 
ace  of  Versailles  outside  the  town 
of  Versailles,  France.  However, 
fighting  had  ceased  seven  months 
earlier  when  an  armistice  went  into 
effect  on  the  eleventh  hour  of  the 
eleventh  day  of  the  eleventh  month. 
For  that  reason.  November  11, 19*8. 
is  generally  regarded  as  the  end  of 
World  War  I. 

In  November  1019,  U.S.  Presi¬ 
dent  Woodrow  Wilson  proclaimed 
November  11  as  the  first  com¬ 
memoration  of  Armistice  Day.  The 
original  concept  for  the  celebration 
was  for  a  day  observed  with  parades 


In  our  spoiled,  materialistic  cul¬ 
ture  of  today,  w*  have  forgotten 
too  much  of  our  history. 
We  take  too  lightly 
the  sacrifices  of 
our  veterans  and 
their  families. 
Too  many  of 


Pastor’s  wife,  reach  out 


us  are  too  far 
removed  from 

such  sacrifices 
ourselves  to 
really  ap¬ 
preciate  wh$t 
they  have 
done,  and  are 
doing,  for  us. 
Super  Bowl 
Sunday  is  a  bigger 
event  now.  Whiny 
basketball  stars  are 
our  heroes.  A  prime  tee 
time  is  more  Important  than 
attending  a  Veterans  bay  ceremo¬ 
ny.  Slathering  barbeque  sauce  on 
the  ribs  weighing  down  our  fancy 
grills  is  a  higher  priority  than  stop¬ 
ping  for  a  few  minutes  to  honor 
our  veterans. 

Christians,  of  all  people,  should 
be  ashamed  to  act  tnat  way.  If  not 
for  the  sacrifices  of  these  men  and 
women  throughout  the  history  of 
our  country,  we  would  have  no 
freedom  to  worship  God  in  open¬ 
ness  and  without  fear.  We  would 
be  severely  limited  In  our  ability  to 
evangelize  the  world  (if  we  could  do 
so  at  all).  We  would  be  defenseless 
and  persecuted  eveiywhere. 

War  is  not  God’s  best  for  us,  and 
He  surely  grieves  every  loss  caused 
by  mankind’s  ultimate  inhumanity. 
As  long  as  there  is  evil  in  this  world, 
though,  there  will  undoubtedly  be 
armed  conflict  and  warriors  will  be 
called  upon  to  defend  our  freedoms. 

May  we  never  take  them  for 
granted. 


Xt » the  loudest  silence,  a  moment  so 
I  brief  it  is  imperceptible  to  the  untrained 
JLear  —  that  moment  between  reality  and 
response  when  faced  with  the  traditional 
Sunday  greeting  of  “How  are  you?"  Inside 
there  is  a  heart  crying  out  to  be  known.  Yet 

as  we  turn  im  our  smiles,  we  turn  down  the 

volume  on  tne  voice  of  truth.  1  am  fine.  I  am 
great.  My  life  is  in  order. 

Pastor’s  wife,  we  are  ferine  an  epi- 
demk  in  our  churches.  It  is  the  epidemic 
of  being  "fine."  Somehow  we  have  bought 
into  the  lie  that  if  anyone  knew  our  true 
humanity  and  all  of  its  nagging  sin  nature, 
we  would  be  ostracized.  Instead  of  dealing 
with  our  struggles  and  finding  in  another 
person  the  reuef  of  confession  and  healing, 
we  lock  those  struggles  awary  in  a  compart¬ 
ment  of  the  heart  where  only  Satan  knows 
the  combination.  He  opens  the  lock  when 
he  wants  to  cause  you  pain  and  shame, 
and  then  lets  you  dose  it  until  the  next 
time  he  wants  to  use  it. 

Pastor's  wife,  you  don’t  have  to  lock  away 
your  shame.  Chnst  died  on  the  cross  and  h**b 
removed  from  you  aiwcoiKlemiiatkm.  Noth¬ 
ing  about  your  struggles  surprises  Jesus,  h  is 
only  when  you  keep  silent  that  Satan  retains 
his  power  It  is  only  in  his 


carry  ue - - - 

In  2  Corinthians  12:7-10,  the  Apostle 
Paul  talks  about  a  “thorn  in  the  flesh" 
that  tormented  him  relentlessly.  We  don’t 
know  exactly  what  it  was,  but  we  do  know 
that  he  pled  with  God  to  remove  it  God’s 
response  was  that  He  wanted  Paul  to  see 
how  useful  his  struggle  was!  It  caused  Paul 
to  run  to  the  one  place  he  could  go  for 
help,  namely.  Christ. 

So  what  (fid  Paul  do?  Did  he  collect  his 
thoughts  carefully  and  make  sure  to  let  the 
Qxinthiaitt  know  that  aQ  was  well?  Did  he 
write  that  it  really  was  not  a  big  problem, 
and  not  to  worry  because  he  had  it  under 
confixil?  No.  Pad  was  obviously  not  ac¬ 
customed  to  polite  Sunday  conversation, 
because  he  takes  a  much  more  dangerous 
approach  to  his  struggles. 

He  says,  “Therefore  I  wiB  boast  aB  the 


__tspower  may  rest  on  me.  That  is  why, 
for  Christ’s  sake,  1  delight  in  weaknesses,  in 
insults,  in  persecutions,  in  difficulties.  For 
when  I  am  weak,  then  I  am  strong." 

He  lets  other  behevers  in  on  the  fact  that 


BaptistRecord 


Dana  Richardson 


Tony  Martin 
tmartnOmteb  org 


Amu  L|a»fau 

”*7  rfwwaay 


Megan  Young 


Guest  opinion 

with  Amy  Hebert 


be  does  not  have  his  life  in  order.  In  fed, 

Paul  has  something  in  his  life  that  causes 
him  great  pain. 

Pastor’s  wife,  I  want  you  to  know  that  you 
can  and  should  be  real  with  other  believ¬ 
ers.  Like  Paul,  we  all  have  things  in  our  lives 
which  seem  to  be  a  constant  struggle.  When 
I  was  in  school,  our  teacher  assigned  us  a 
building  project.  We  had  to  design  and  make 
a  bridge  out  of  toothpicks,  which  we  would 
then  test  to  see  how  much  weight  it  could 
hold  before  buckling. 

Sadly,  I  am  not  an  engineer  and  it  only 
took  one  or  two  weights  tor  mine  to  crumble. 
Some  of  the  more  sturdy  bridges  lasted  for 
five  or  six  or  even  ten  weights,  yet  ultimately 
they  all  succumbed  to  the  same  fete. 

ladies,  when  we  are  silent  and  refuse 
to  share  our  struggles,  we  are  just  loading 
up  the  weights.  Some  of  us  crumble  more 
quickly  than  ethers,  but  ultimately  we  will 
all  succumb  to  the  same  fete  unless  we  do 
what  Paul  did.  We  must  use  our  weakness  as 
an  opportunity  to  put  Christ  on  display  and 
allow  His  strength  to  be  our  own. 

In  Hfe  grace  God  has  given  us  feQow 
believers  on  whom  we  can  lean  when  we 
are  being  buffeted,  so  die  next  time  you  face 
trials  —  even  the  kind  that  you  think  are  too 
much  to  share  — I  encourage  you  to  find 
someone  in  whom  you  can  confide:  fellow 
pastors’  wives,  trusted  friends  from  a  previ¬ 
ous  ministry  context,  anyone  you  know  who 
not  only  wifi  hear  you  but  spur  you  to  godli¬ 
ness  in  the  process  of  beating. 

When  you  do,  you  can  experience  the 
freedom  described  in  God’s  word,  which 
could  end  the  era  of  the  loudest  silence. 
When  asked  next  Sunday,  "How  are  you?” 
you  will  be  able  to  respond  with  confidence, 
*1  am  weak,  therefore  I  am  strong." 

Hebert  is  the  wife  of  Andrew  Hebert ,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Teodor  Memorial  Church  m  Hobos , 
NM.,  ana  mother  of  four  young  children 
Her  commentary  appears  courtesy  of  Bap¬ 
tist  Press.  Edited  for  style. 
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Platt:  Be  patient 
as  IMB  returns  to 
financial  health 


FtCHMOND,  Vl  (BP) 

the  International  Mission 
(IMB)  to  full  financial  health  will 
be  a  long  process  that  requires 
patience  among  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  and  the  cooperation  ctf  local 
churches  through  a  variety  of  av¬ 
enues,  IMB  President  David  Platt 
said  Oct  27  during  a  live  stream 
question  and  answer  session. 

Addressing  a  live  audience  that 
tuned  in  using  more  than  1,500 
separate  electronic  devices,  Platt 
reiterated  the  IMB  s  need  to  re¬ 
duce  by  600-800  its  total  number 
of  held  personnel  and  staff  in  light 
of  spending  $210  million  more 
than  Southern  Baptists  have  given 
since  2010. 

Reserve  funds  and  proceeds 
from  property  sales  made  up  the 
difference,  he  said,  and  no  debt 
was  incurred. 

Despite  the  sobering  finan¬ 
cial  report,  Platt  said  the  future  of 
Southern  Baptist  missions  is  not  “a 
dismal  picture.” 

“I  want  to  reframe"  negative 
prognostications  “based  on  neal- 
ity/Platt  said  “When  I  think  about 
[the]  SBC,  I  don’t  think  decline. 
Yes,  we’ve  got  challenges  in  the 
culture  we’re  in  and  when  it  comes 
to  reaching  people  in  the  culture 

same  time,  know  this:  die  global 
witness  that  God  is  providing  the 


budget 
IMB  nee 


or'*  scenario.  "Send  money  and 
send  people,"  he  said  "As  more 
people  are  going  out  from  churches 
to  get  the  Gone)  to  the  nations, 
then  more  people  are  going  to  want 
to  give  to  see  more  people  going  out 
to  get  the  Gospel  to  the  nations.  If 
people  aren’t  going  out  and  people 
are  just  sending  money,  there’s  a 
disconnect.” 

■  “Has  any  thought  been  riven 
to  changing  the  funding  model  of 
IMB  missionaries?' 

Platt  said  he  hopes  9ome  IMB 
missionaries  will  be  “totally  self- 
funded"  travelling  overseas  as  stu¬ 
dents  in  international  universities, 
business  professionals  employed 
by  corporations,  and  retirees  fund¬ 
ed  by  their  own  savings  and  U.S. 


nations  through  the  SBC  right  now 
is  nothing  short  of  awesome.” 

He  expressed  appreciation 
that  “churches'  giving  to  the  IMB 
through  Lottie  Moon  [Christinas 
Offering  for  International  Mis¬ 
sions]  and  Cooperative  Program 
actually  increased  over  the  last  cou¬ 
ple  of  years."  Platt’s  goal,  he  said 
» in  no  way  to  shame  the  churches 
and  say,  If  you  just  owe  more,  we 
wouldn’t  have  to  do  mis.*" 

Still,  as  the  IMB  downsizes  its 
missionaiy  force  through  a  volun¬ 
tary  retirement  program  and  other 
voluntary  resignation  options,  Platt 
answered  questions  submitted  via 
Twitter  ana  Facebook  about  how 
local  churches  can  help  improve 
the  organization’s  financial  situa¬ 
tion.  Among  the  quesions: 

■  "How  would  you  advise  our 
church  to  consider  its  missions 

allocation  in  light  of  the 
fneeds?" 

Platt  replied  "I  would  encour¬ 
age  your  church...  to  rive  sacrifi- 
aafly  for  the  spread  of  the  Gospel  to 
the  nations  and  specifically  for  the 
spread  of  the  Gospel  to  people  who 
have  never  heard  rt,  and  I  hope  that 
vour  church  sees  IMB  as  a  valuable 
partner  in  seeing  that  happen." 

■  "I  struggle  because  1  feel 
like  our  local  amrch  should  send 
teams,  not  just  give  money.  How 
cto  we  balance?” 

Platt  noted  that  riving  and  send¬ 
ing  teams  should  be  a  wrth/and" 
proposition  rather  than  an  “either/ 


He  also  raised  the  possibility'  of 
fully-funded  IMB  church  planters 
exptuiding  to  a  mobilization  model 
where  business  professionals  on 
their  church  planting  teams  *herin 
to  pull  together"  and  “actually  be¬ 
gin  to  support  the  full  time  church 
planter  much  Hke  we  support  a  pas¬ 
tor  here." 

Another  possibility  is  for 
churches  to  utilize  the  IMB’s  exist¬ 
ing  GC2  (Great  Commission  Global 
Connect)  and  SBC  Direct  programs 
to  fond  specific  missionaries  out¬ 
side  traditional  cooperative  fund¬ 
ing  channels. 

“I  know  as  soon  as  I  mention 
that,  there  are  a  lot  of  questions  that 
come  up  just  along  the  lines  of  what 
does  that  do  when  it  comes  to  Co¬ 
operative  Program  or  Lottie  Moon 
or  your  riving?  We  have  closely 
monitored  that.  The  churches  that 
are  sending  people  through  those 
pathways  hare  actually  increased 
their  giving  to  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram  and  Lottie  Moon  as  they've 
sent  more  missionaries,  so  we  want 
more  churches  to  be  sending  more 
people,"  he  said. 

Every  method  of  funding  IMB 
missionaries  should  be  consistent 
with  a  model  that  “bolsters  and  fu¬ 
els  the  cooperative  riving  that  goes 
on  among  Southern  Baptist  church¬ 
es,"  Platt  said,  "and  Tm  convinced 
there’s  a  way  to  do  that  We’ve  just 
got  to  think  wisely  through  it* 

Platt  dosed  by  requestilM  prayer 
for  the  IMB  family  and  the  church¬ 
es  it  serves.  He  asked  Southern 
Baptists  to  help  returning  mission¬ 
aries  by  providing  extra  houses,  ve¬ 
hicles,  and  johs. 

Giving  to  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christinas  Offering,  he  said,  is  ooe 
important  step  Southern  Baptists 
can  take  to  help  the  IMB. 

“1  want  to  see  less  missionaries 
coming  off  the  field,  more  mission 
aries  getting  the  Gospel  to  the  na¬ 
tions  in  the  days  ahead,"  Platt  said. 

To  view  a  recording  of  the  lire 
stream  event,  visit  www.imb. 
org  and  dick  on  David  Platt  live 
stream  replay. 


RAISING  SUPPORT  -  Members  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  are  playing  a  leading  role  in  encouraging  churches  to  increase  support  for  the 
International  Mission  Board,  which  has  announced  cost-cutting  measures  in  the  wake  of 
revenue  shortfalls  over  the  past  several  years.  (BP  photo) 

Exec.  Comm,  standing  behind 
International  Mission  Board 


NASHVILLE  (BP  and  local  re¬ 
ports)  —  Since  adopting  a  reso¬ 
lution  in  September  pledging  to 
“encourage  and  leaa  chu 
to  “give  more  than  ever  before 
through  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 
gram,  at  least  17  of  the  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee's  members  have 


r  are  members. 

proposed  increases  are 
intended  to  help  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Mission  Board  (IMB)  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  in  Richmond,  Va.,  which 
has  announced  that  revenue 
shortages  have  forced  the  mis¬ 
sionary-sending  agency  to 
bring  home  some  missionaries 
and  cut  the  budget  in  other  vi¬ 
tal  areas. 

According  to  reports  sent 
by  Executive  Committee  (EC) 
members  to  chairman  Mike 
Routt,  proposed  increases 
range  from  .2  percent  to  two 
percent  of  church  budgets, 
though  not  all  reporting  mem¬ 
bers  stated  their  recommenda¬ 
tions  as  a  percentage  of  undes¬ 
ignated  receipts. 

Routt  told  Baptist  Press 
(BP)  that  even  at  churches 
where  a  CP  increase  is  not  pos-^ 
sible  for  the  upcoming  budget 
year,  EC  members  “continue 
to  use  their  influence  to  lead 
their  congregations  in  exem¬ 
plary  missions  giving." 

Tne  average  CP  gift  from 
churches  of  EC  members  in 
2013-14  was  7.6%  of  undes¬ 
ignated  receipts,  2.1  percent¬ 
age  points  higher  tnan  the 
SBC  average  of  5.5%  for  the 
same  period. 

If  every  Southern  Baptist 
church  had  given  through  CP 
at  the  level  of  the  average  EC 
member’s  church,  the  IMB 


'I  believe  that  is 
the  beauty  of  CP.  Our 
IMB  missionaries 
don't  have  to  raise 
support.  They  can 
focus  on  sharing  the 
Gospel  in  some  of 
the  darkest  parts  of 
the  world." 


Executive  Committee  mem¬ 
ber  Rolland  Slade,  pastor  of  Me¬ 
ridian  Church  in  El  Cajon,  Ca., 


r  of  Meridian 
Church  in  B  Cajon,  Ca. 

alone  would  have  received  ap¬ 
proximately  $67  million  in  ad¬ 
ditional  income  for  2013-14,  ac¬ 
cording  to  BP'S  calculations. 

Executive  Committee  mem¬ 
ber  David  Hamilton,  pastor  of 
West  Heights  Church  m  Ponto¬ 
toc  and  former  two-term  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention,  told  BP  the  West 
Heights  Church  staff  will  rec¬ 
ommend  a  one  percentage  point 
budget  increase  in  CP  giving  for 
2016-17,  bringing  the  congre¬ 
gation's  gifts  through  Southern 
Baptists’  unified  program  of 
supporting  missions  and  min¬ 
istries  in  North  America  and 
around  the  globe  to  14.6%  of  the 
church's  undesignated  receipts. 

West  Heights  Church  also 
will  likely  give  an  additional  gift 
through  CP  in  2015-16  equiva¬ 
lent  to  one  percent  of  its  undes¬ 
ignated  receipts. 

When  Routt  challenged  EC 
members  “to  step  up  to  the  plate 
and  take  the  lead”  in  CP  giving, 
Hamilton  said,  “I  know  there 
were  other  members  in  there, 
but  I  personally  felt  he  was  talk¬ 
ing  directly  to  me  and  that  l 
needed  to  step  up  and  take  the 
lead  with  our  church." 


year  for  the  next  five  years  “to 
get  back  to  the  level  we  were  at 
two  years  ago  before  the  down¬ 
turn  in  the  economy.”  _ 

“I  do  feel  some  responsibility 
as  an  EC  member  to  lead  Me¬ 
ridian  to  step  up,  but  it  is  more 
than  that.”  Slade  said.  “As  a  for¬ 
mer  [North  American  Mission 
Board]  missionary,  l  personally 
know  what  it  means  to  be  sup¬ 
ported  through  CP... 

"I  hi.  re  fond  memories  and 
am  thankful  for  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  across  this  nation  that 
allowed  me  to  serve  full  time 
without  worrying  about  rais¬ 
ing  support,"  he  said.  “I  was 
able  to  concentrate  on  sharing 
the  Gospel  and  ministering 
to  the  people  that  God  put  in 
front  of  me. 

“I  believe  that  is  the  beauty 
of  CP.  Our  IMB  missionaries 
don’t  have  to  raise  support. 
They  can  focus  on  sharing  the 
Gospel  in  some  of  the  darkest 
parts  of  the  world.” 

Routt,  in  encouraging  con¬ 
tinued  sacrificial  CP  giving,  re¬ 
minded  EC  members  in  an  Oct. 
17  email  of  their  “stewardship 
of  influence." 

Those  who  serve  on  the  EC 
“have  been  given  this  sacred 
trust  of  acting  on  behalf  of  the 
SBC  while  it  is  not  in  session, 
Routt  said.  “By  God’s  sovereign¬ 
ty,  He  has  raised  us  up  for  such 
a  time  as  this,’  a  time  to  lead  our 
denomination  to  a  resurgence 
of  Cooperative  Program  giving. 

“In  other  words,  we  have 
the  opportunity  to  exercise  our 
stewardship  o(  influence  to  set 
an  example  for  our  convention 
to  follow  ." 
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of  what  else  may  be  going  on,  I  find  a 
moment  just  to  be  marveled,  blessed, 
and  sometimes  overwhelmed  by  the 
people  who  touch  my  life.  Take  the 
time  each  day  to  go  out  of  your  way  to 
get  to  know  someone  new.  Even  more 
significantly,  take  the  time  to  deeply 
appreciate  an  old  friendship.  People 


life  to  be  good,  and  filled  with  bless¬ 
ings  and  joy,  great  opportunities,  and 
good  outcomes.  We  desire  that  we 
be  healthy,  wealthy,  wise,  and  full  of 
energy,  and  of  course  not  to  have  any 
issues  that  challenge  us  and  make 
life  testy  or  people  who  get  around 
us  with  their  sour,  doom-and-gioom 
attitude.  We  want  life  to  be  good,  but 
reality  sets  in  and  we  discover  that 
life  is  not  always  pleasant,  peaceful, 
or  perfect.  In  Ecclesiastes,  the  wise 
man  Solomon  writes  in  chapter  3  that 
there  is  a  time  to  be  born  and  a  time 
to  die.  Then  his  long,  descriptive  as¬ 
pects  of  life  between  birth  and  death 
lead  us  to  understand  that  life  has  its 
ups  and  its  downs. 

When  Jesus  offered  abundant  life 
to  His  followers,  it  was  not  just  offer¬ 
ing  them  toys  and  trinkets,  smiles  and 
sunny  days,  all  wins  and  no  losses,  all 
joy  and  no  tears.  No,  abundant  life  is 
facing  all  of  life,  all  of  its  circumstanc¬ 
es,  all  of  its  issues,  all  of  its  crises, 
all  of  its  celebrations  in  the  strength 
and  wisdom  and  guidance  of  God. 

Knowing  Jesus  enables  us  to  face  life 
regardless  of  what  the  moments  may 
hold  —  whether  prosperity  or  prob¬ 
lems,  plagues  or  plenty  —  He  will  be 
there  to  guide  us  and  undergird  us. 

Several  years  ago  1  conducted  a 
funeral  for  an  outstanding  man  who 
was  Chinese.  He  was  an  outstanding 
businessman,  family  man,  and  com¬ 
munity  and  church  man.  In  every 
aspect  of  bis  life,  he  was  thoroughly 
Christian.  Whether  it  was  his  walk  or  . 

his  talk,  his  thoughts  or  his  relation-  encouragement  being  that  th< 
ships,  he  was  seriously  and  clearly  the  rest  of  our  journey  would 


will  bless  your  life. 

A  second  thing  that  will  make 
life  abundant  is  purpose.  You 

family. 


can  have  a  _  _  _ _ 

and  enjoya&e  activities  and  stilf  not 
know  a  genuine  purpose  for  living 
your  life.  Only  the  Lord  can  bring 
that  about,  and  the  only  way  you  can 
experience  that  is  to  look  to  Him. 
Proverbs  3:5-6  are  special  verses  for 
many  people,  because  found  in  these 
verses  is  the  fact  that  He  will  direct 
your  paths.  The  Lord  will  bring  about 
meaningful  day-by-day  plans  and 
fulfillment.  Trust  Him.  Look  to  Him. 
Live  for  Him. 

The  third  and  moat  meaning¬ 
ful  of  all  things  to  bring  about 
abundant  living  is  preparation. 

The  Scripture  says  in  Amos  that  God 
announced  to  his  people,  “Prepare  to 
meet  thy  God”  (4:12).  He  told  them 
to  prepare,  because  you  can  be  pre¬ 
pared  —  not  just  to  aie  but  to  live. 

If  you  are  not  prepared  to  die,  you 
probably  are  not  prepared  to  live  but 
that  preparation  can  take  place  in  a 
moment  of  time  in  an  encounter  with 
Jesus  Christ,  the  Living  Lord.  Trust 
Him  today  and  experience  the  wonder 
of  His  grace  and  the  joy  of  the  life  that 
He  will  bring  flowing  into  your  heart. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at 
directions@mbcb.org. 


A  Full  and 
Meaningful  Life 
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Just  for  the  Record 

BThe  Sunshine  Sunday  School  ■■ 
Class  of  LIBERTY  HILL  x 

CHURCH,  POPE,  presented 
pastor  Derrick  Simmons  with  flm 

a  handmade  quilt.  Shown  H|  HH 

with  Simmons  are  Cathleen  ?! 

Brown  and  Robin  Cotton.  Wp 


NEWHEBRON  CHURCH, 
NEWHEBRON.  honored  pas¬ 
tor  Mike  Grenn  and  his  wife 
Wanda  by  giving  them  two 
handmade  chairs  and  table 
made  by  Ronnie  Jones  for 
pastor  appreciation.  Shown 
are  Grenn,  Wanda  Grenn, 
Jones,  end  his  wife  Teresa. 


FIRST  CHURCH,  MORTON, 

recognized  Barbara  Ott,  min¬ 
ister  of  music;  interim  pastor 
Don  Lum,  youth  and  children's 
pastor  Jason  Westmoreland, 
end  Hop)  children's  church 
leader  Tim  Jolly  during  pastor 
appreciation  month  Oct  25. 


FIRST  CHURCH. 
JACKSON,  sponsored  a 
diaper  changing  station  dur¬ 
ing  the  Mississippi  State  Fair 
Oct.  7  - 18.  During  that  period 
840  people  took  advantage  of 
the  service.  Shown  are  some 
of  the  workers. 
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Two  resolutions  meet  approval 
at  2015  MS  Baptist  Convention 


Hearinq  is  Believin' 


NO.  t  RESOLUTION  OF  for  two  years  as  president  with 
APPRECIATION  a  marvelous  Christ-like  spirit 

and  has  been  an  outstanding 
WHEREAS,  the  180th  An-  ambassador  across  Mississirv 
nual  Session  of  the  Mississippi  and  far  beyond. 

Baptist  Convention  has  again 

been  the  recipients  of  the  kind  And  to  all  of  the  officers, 
f  of  the  First  Baptist  members  of  all  boards,  trustees 
Jackson;  and  of  all  ^enries  and  institutions, 

committee  members,  and  vol- 
WHEREAS,  we  the  mes-  unteers,  who  have  served  this 
sengers  of  the  180th  Annual  Convention  faithfully. 

Session  have  been  blessed,  en¬ 
couraged  and  challenged  by  the 

fellowship,  worship,  reports  No.  2  RESOLUTION  ON 
and  have  had  the  opportunity  BOLD  BIBLICAL  LIVING 
to  conduct  business  as  planned 

by  the  Committee  on  Order  of  whereas,  the  landscape  of 
Business,  the  institutions,  and  has  changed  dramati- 

agenctes  of  the  Mississippi  caily  in  our  day  and  this  moral 
Baptist  Convention,  and  the  reshaping  has  roots  that  reach 
Convention  officers  and  com-  all  the  way  ^ck  to  the  Garden 
mittees:  and  the  fall  of  human- 


Church 


AUTUMN  LEAVES  TOU*  OCT  7-2#,  WINDOW  AND  SCREEN  SHOP  -  wkv- 
2111  FTy  into  Phitadrfpria  and  begin  doers  and  storm  windows  boM  to  St  your 
a  tour  that  includes  Niagara  Falks,  New  opening.  Ptus  new  window  screens  and 
York,  Boston  and  the  Hew  England  rescreen  okl  screens  CaH  Tom  Cook 

States  Cal  S.  Mctnbre  at  (162)  494-7917  SOI- 709-4*79 _ 

tor  information _ CYPRESS  SHORES  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  MANSFIELD  IS  SEEKING  A  PART-TIME  YOUTH  MtN- 
LOUMANA  IS  SEEKING  A  FULL-TIME  isTER  If  interested  please  send  resume 
MBSSTER  OF  WORSHW  AND  ADULT  to  Cypress  Shores  Baptist  Church,  4327 
MMSTRNES.  Please  send  resumes  to:  Fist  Higgins  Road.  Mobile.  Alabama  36619 
Bapfcst  Church,  ASnr  Seech  CunvnMae,  tTiiycn  ai  isc  imndmei  and 
1710  McMhtf  Ortw.  MotMc.  IA  71062. 


hvmoSTnr  non  CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY.  FREE 
cnurcn  oowuns  ®no  roi  hmo  cntmiatcr  r,auit  I  ry  idman 

jjfomgonMM«24S3.7424ofl«u.- 

UMVtMITY'  "BAPTiyr - CHURCH  *TAIHC0  GLASSWORKS.  IHC..  Mrvmg 

ITkShM  A  ™r.r*E  you™  MStAl*c.1»«.C«8(»405-»70 
MINISTER.  Send  resume*  to  University  WWW  SEBRENHOMEIMPROVEMENT 
Baptist  Church,  Attention  Ashley  Barrios/  COM.  Christian  owned  Don  l  Rita  Sebren 
Search  Committee  904  Uenard  Street  601-992-2092.  AI  home  improvements. 
Thibodaux,  LA  70301  9  emal  ubcR  siding,  energy  efficient  windows,  metal  & 

ubcthitoodaux  net _ shingle  roofs,  screen  A  tun  rooms,  patio 

GET  THE  BEST  RATE  !  ON:  Health  covers.  dec*s,  room  additions,  kitchen* 

Insurance  and  Medicare  Supplements  beff>  upgrades _ 

Can  1-600-541-6196  or  vtoit  www.Tumer-  AFFORDABLE  BEACHSID6  VACATION 

insursnotOmine  com _ CONDOS:  Gulf  Shores  A  Orange  Beach, 

|| nil  Wirhl"’nrtTT‘1  ~ -  AL  Rant  direct  from  Christian  Family 

iiwhl  Cintirt  ***  —  c — Owweie.  ieweel  pnoee  on  the  Beach. 

pdrw4760datt  net  tor  information  and  www  gu«shoresoondos.com.  205-566- 
booton*^  0368.  205-752-1231. 251-752-2366 


THEREFORE,  BE  IT  RE¬ 
SOLVED  that  with  hearts 
filled  with  gratitude  we  express 
appreciation  to* 

Rev.  Bob  Gladney,  executive 
pastor;  the  staff,  and  members  of 
First  Baptist  Church  of  Jackson, 

The  speakers,  sinaers  and 
instrumentalists  who  led  us  in 
worship  during  the  convention. 

Dr.  Matt  Buckles,  our  Con¬ 
vention  President,  who  has  led 


Be  it  finally  resolved  that 
we  recognize  that  the  restora¬ 
tion  of  Biblical  values  in  the 
home,  in  our  churches  and  in 
society  will  only  come  about 
by  our  total  submission  to  the 
Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ  in  our 
lives,  in  our  homes  and  in  our 
churches. 


Female  pastor  leads  to  controversy 

LAWRENCEBURG,  Twin.  (BP)  About  io  Greater  Tabernacle  subsequent  to  its  annual  meet- 
-  A  Middle  Tennessee  Baptist  members  were  present  for  the  ing  in  June  of  each  year, 
association  has  voted  to  with-  discussion  and  vote,  according  WTVF  News  in  Nashville 
draw  fellowship  from  a  congre-  to  both  the  association  and  the  reported  Oct.  15  that  the  asso- 
gation  that  called  a  woman  as  church.  Kemper  said  the  Great-  ciation  kicked  out  the  church, 
pastor.  At  issue,  the  asaocia-  er  Tabernacle  members  did  not  Kemper  told  Tennessee  Bap- 
tion’s  requirement  that  coop-  vote  or  speak  because  the  con-  fists’  Baptist  &  Reflector  news 
erating  churches  adhere  to  the  negation  “had  failed  to  eject*  journal  the  television  station  s 
Baptist  Faith  and  Message.  than  as  messengers  to  the  an-  portrayal  was  inaccurate.  The 
The  Lawrence  County  As-  nual  meeting.  association  “didn’t  cause  this, 

sociation  of  Baptists,  located  Greater  Tabernacle  had  not  The  actions  of  the  church  led  to 


OF  A  Bl- VOCATIONAL  MINISTER  OF  MS  IS  SEEKING  A  FULL-TIME  YOUTH 
YOUTH.  Please  sand  resumes  to  Mints-  DIRECTOR.  Please  send  resumss  to 
ter  of  Youth  Search  Committee.  550  Mein  George  Barefoot.  1612 


Street.  Ecru.  MS  36641  or  emal  lo  Justin  Cleveland  MS  3S732  or  barefoot  101 6g 
McMiWen  at  EJSttn0ecrutoapOst.org  hobnail  com  For  more  ^formation  cal 

NEEDED:  FULL  TIME  OR  BI-VOCA-  662-719-5445 _ — — 

TIONAL  MINISTER  OF  YOUTH  AND  FBC  MENDENHALL  IS  ACCEPTING 
CHILDREN  AT  ASHLANO  BAPTIST  RESUMES  FOR  A  FULL-TIME  MINISTER 
CHURCH  IN  ASHLAND,  MS.  Sand  OF  MUSIC.  Please  sand  resume  to  PO 
resumes  to  Mr  Stanley  Pott.  PO  Box  35,  Box  366  Mendenhall.  MS  39114  or  emait 


poffgyahoo  com _  SOUTHERN  BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  ME- 

FULL-TIME  MINISTER  OF  WORSHIP  RIOIAN  SEEKING  QUALIFIED  PERSON 
AND  MUSIC  North  Winona  Baptist  FOR  CHURCH/FINANCIAL  SECRETARY. 

Church  m  Winona,  MS  is  accapBng  re-  Serious  mgtanas  only  Email  cover  letter, 
sumes  tor  foe  fuS-ttma  position  of  Minister  resume  end  letters  of  reference  to  menth¬ 
ol  Worship  and  Music.  Ptaasa  sand  re-  anchurchsecretarySgmari  com _ 

SSmXSSU 5  wooawviLU  rac  m  alcohh 

36967  or  tmail  to  nwbcadmoffioegattjwt  COUHJy  m  A  BI-VOCA- 

FIRST  BAPTWT  CHURCH  Of  LYMAN  ttONAL  PASTOR  Sand  resumes  to 
(GULFPORT, MS)  IS  SEEKING  A  FART-  443  C*  514,  Rieru  MS  38865  or  email 

tlME  WORSHIP  LEADER  (MUSIC)  Sand  bpnetmsQgmwt  com _ 

resume  lo  JoyiarkinQaol  com.  Or  Sandra  rui.0ru  nu. 
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Greens  under  microscope  as  feds  investigate 


NASHVU-E  (BP  and  iocal  re¬ 
ports) -In  a  men*  that,  \xikl  raise 
suspicions  of  poWnl  intrigue,  the 
conservative  Gre»  family  owners 
of  the  Hobby  Lobby  craft  chain 
are  under  federal  investigation  to 
determine  whether  they 
illegally  imported  As¬ 
syrian  and  Babylonia; 
cuneiform  tablets  from 
Israel  foyiisplsgr  is  the 

site  reported. 

The  U  A  govern' 
ment  confiscated  a 
shipment  of  as  many  as 
300  small  day  tablets 
that  were  en  route  to  Oklahoma, 
the  Hobby  Lobby  headquarters, 
the  Daily  Beast  reported,  citing 
confirmation  from  Cary  Sum¬ 
mers,  president  flrfreH 
Museum  of  the  Bible 
set  to  open  in  2017  in 
Washington,  D.C 

“There  was  a  ship¬ 
ment  and  it  had  im¬ 
proper  paperwork  — 


that  was  attached  to  it," 

The  Daily  Beast  quoted 
Summers,  adding  that 
he  hinted  the  items 
might  have  simply  been  held  up 
in  customs  for  the  past  four  years 
because  of  the  paperwork. 

The  Greens  made  national 
headlines  in  2014  when  they  won 
a  U.S.  Supreme  Court  appeal 
t  a  key  mandate  of  the  Af- 


Obamacare,  winch  would  have 
required  the  Christian  business 
owners  to  provide  abortion- induc¬ 
ing  contraceptives  to  employees' 
through  their  health  insurance. 


The  Supreme  Court  ruled 
that  Hobby  Lobby  and  other 
“closely  hekT  companies  could 
exercise  their  religious  opinions 
and  conscientiously  object  to  the 
mandate.  The  ruling  aid  not  sit 
well  with  the  Obama 
administration. 

“Hobby  Lobby  is  co- 
operating  with  the  inves¬ 
tigation  related  to  certain 
Sbiical  artifacts,"  Zack 
Higbee,  corporate  com¬ 
munications  coordina¬ 
tor,  told  Baptist  Press  in 
written  comments.  The 
Museum  of  the  Bible  is 
a  separate  not-for-profit 
entity  made  possible,  in  part,  by 
the  generous  charitable  contribu¬ 
tions  of  the  Green  family." 

The  Association  for  Research 
-  of  Crimes  Against  Art, 
ARCA,  said  in  an  Oct.  27 
blogpost  that  the  inves¬ 
tigation  is  partly  cen¬ 
tered  on  Article  2.3  of 
the  International  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Museums  Code 
of  Ethics,  which  states, 
“Every  effort  must  be 
made  before  acquisi¬ 
tion  to  ensure  that  any 
object  or  specimen  of¬ 
fered  for  purchase,  oft,  loan,  be¬ 
quest,  or  exchange  has  not  been 
illegally  obtained  in,  qr  exported 
from  its  country  of  origin  or  any 
intermediate  country  in  which  it 
have  been  owned  legally 
Ing  the  museum’s  own 
^  Due  diligence  in  this 
reg  rd*  should  establish  the  full 
hist  ;ry  of  the  item  since  discov¬ 
ery  or  production." 

Hie  tablets,  believed  to  have 
originated  in  Iraq,  are  described 


on  their  FedEx  shipping  label  as 
“hand -crafted  day  tiles  valued 
at  under  $300,  Tne 


imports 

the  “cultural  property  of  Iraq" 
have  been  restricted  within  the 
UJS.  since  1990,  according  to  The 


Lobby  CEO  Steve 
Green  mid  he  is  unaware  of 
any  pieces  in  the  collection  hav¬ 
ing  been  obtained  illegally,  but 
couldn't  rule  out  such  a  possibil¬ 
ity  ,  The  Daily  Beast  reported. 

“Is  it  possible  that  we  have 
some  illicit  [artifacts]?  That's 
possible, '  the  Daily  Beast  report¬ 
ed  Green  as  saying.  If  charges  are 
filed,  the  Greens  could  belorced 
to  forfeit  the  artifacts  and  pay  a 


The  Museum  of  die  Bible  will 
allow  visitors  to  explore  the  Bi¬ 
ble’s  impact  on  world  culture  and 
modern  civilization,  including 
literature,  fine  arts,  architecture, 
education,  science,  film,  music, 
family,  government,  law,  human 


_ w  and  historic 

treasures,  including  the  Dead 
Sea  Scrolls,  ancient  Torah 
scrolls,  early  New  Testament 
texts,  rare  biblical  manuscripts, 
and  first-edition  Bibles  will  be 
included,  Summers  has  said  of 
the  museum. 

“We’ve  assembled  the  best  in 
architectural,  interior,  and  envi¬ 
ronmental  design  to  provide  Mu¬ 
seum  of  the  Bible  guest*  with  an 
experience  that  is  unique,  inno¬ 
vative,  customizable  to  each  visi¬ 
tor’s  level  of  interest  and,  most  of 
all,  memorable,"  Summers  said 
in  an  earlier  press  release. 
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INVESTIGATION  UNDERWAY  -  An  artifact  known  as 
the  Gilgamesh  Cuneiform  is  among  The  Green  Collection  of 
biblical  antiquities.  The  Greens,  who  own  the  openly  Christian 
chain  of  craft  stores  named  Hobby  Lobby,  are  being  ques 
tioned  by  federal  authorities  about  the  importation  of  similar 
cuneiforms  for  display  at  the  Museum  of  the  Bible.  (BP  photo 
courtesy  of  the  Museum  of  the  Bible! 


ERLC  honors  lifetime  ministry  of  John  Perkins 


MINISTRY  HONORED  -  John  Perkins  (right),  longtime 
Christian  advocate  for  civil  rights  and  justice  in  his  native 
Mississippi,  receives  the  John  Leland  Religious  Liberty  Award 
Oct.  28  at  Mt.  Helm  Church  in  Jackson  from  Russell  Moore, 
president  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Ethics  and  Religious  Liberty 
Commission  in  Nashville  Moore,  who  grew  up  in  Biloxi,  char¬ 
acterized  Perkins  as  “one  of  my  heroes  in  the  faith.“  (Photo  by 
William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


JACKSON,  Miss.  (BP  and 
local  reports)  -  To  Rus¬ 
sell  Moore,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Ethics  and 
Religious  Liberty  Commis¬ 
sion  (ERLC)  in  Nashville,  pre¬ 
senting  an  award  to  longtime 
Mississippi  civil  rights  leader 
John  Pertins  was  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  honor  “one  of  my  he¬ 
roes  in  the  faith." 

Perkins  received  the  John 
Leland  Religious  Liberty 
Award  from  Moore  Oct.  28 
during  the  Wednesday  evening 
prayer  service  of  Mount  Helm 
Church  in  Jackson.  Mount 
Helm,  a  member  of  the  Nation¬ 
al  Baptist  Convention  (USA), 
is  Jacicson’s  oldest  historically 
African  American  church,  hav¬ 
ing  begun  in  1835  on  the  prem¬ 
ises  of  First  Church,  Jackson. 

ERLC  gives  the  Leland 
Award  annually  to  a  person 
who  exhibits  a  deep  commit¬ 
ment  to  religious  freedom.  The 
ERLC’s  board  of  trustees  voted 
unanimously  to  honor  Perkins 
with  the  award  during  its  year¬ 
ly  meeting  in  September. 

Perkins’  “tireless  advocacy 


for  Gospel-based  racial  rec¬ 
onciliation  is  prophetic  work 
in  our  times,"  Moore,  a  Biloxi 
native,  said  in  a  news  release 
announcing  the  presentation. 
“His  life  is  a  testimony  to  his 
conviction,  and  few  have  lived 
out  the  Gospel  of  reconcilia¬ 
tion  so  fearlessly  and  boldly  as 
he  has." 

Moore  said  he  is  “endlessly 
thankful  for  what  Christ  has  ac¬ 
complished"  through  Perkins 
for  tne  Kingdom  of  God.  After¬ 
ward,  Perkins,  age  85,  called  it 
an  “amazing  evening*  on  Twit¬ 
ter  and  thanked  all  those  who 
“came  to  show  their  support." 

A  native  of  Mississippi,  Per¬ 
kins  spread  the  Gospel  while 
serving  the  poor  ana  seeking 
racial  reconciliation.  He  was 
a  leader  in  the  desegregation 
movement  in  Mississippi  and, 
like  many  civil  rights  advocates 
of  the  time,  was  brutalized  on 
a  number  of  occasions.  With 
his  wife,  he  has  founded  vari¬ 
ous  ministries  —  including  the 
John  and  Vera  Mae  Perkins 
Foundation  in  Jackson  —  that 
focus  on  the  Gospel,  commu¬ 


nity  development,  justice,  and 
reconciliation. 

Perkins  was  a  keynote 
speaker  in  March  at  the  ERLC 
Leadership  Summit  in  Nash¬ 
ville  entitled,  The  Gospel  and 
Racial  Reconciliation. 

When  the  ERLC’s  trustees 
approved  the  award  for  Per¬ 
kins,  Moore  said  the  recipient 
“has  been  fighting  for  religious 
liberty*  for  seven  decades. 

After  the  presentation 
ceremony,  Moore  preached 
and  participated  in  a  table- 
top  discussion  with  Mount 
Helm  pastor  CJ  Rhodes.  He 
also  took  questions  from 
the  congregation. 

Leland,  the  award’s  name¬ 
sake,  was  a  Baptist  pastor  in 
Virginia  and  Massachusetts 
in  the  late  18th  and  early  19th 
centuries  who.  Moore  said, 
“couldn’t  keep  himself  out  of 
jail"  for  preaching  the  Gospel 
without  a  license.  A  close  friend 
of  both  Thomas  Jefferson  and 
James  Madison.  Leland  was 
instrumental  in  securing  re¬ 
ligious  freedom  as  part  of  the 
Constitution’s  Bill  ot  Rights. 
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iZZH  new  MuPPets,  Parents  Television  Council  warns 

*"f  •P**1  cunning  because  it  fea-  I - - - — _ 


NASHVILLE  (BP  and  local 
reports)  —  The  Parents  Tele¬ 
vision  Council  (PTC)  has  criti¬ 
cized  the  newest  version  of  the 
venerable  Muppets  television 
show  because  the  first  four 
episodes  included  a  prepon¬ 
derance  of  sexual  innuendoes 
and  other  offensive  content  not 
suited  for  children. 

The  new  half-hour  comedy 
featuring  characters  created  by 
the  late  Jim  Henson,  a  native 
of  Leland,  decades  ago  include 
adult-themed  content  every 
three  minutes  and  38  seconds,  a 
PTC  study  found.  The  PTC  joins 
another  critic  of  the  series,  the 
morality  watehdog  group  One 
Million  Moms,  in  saying  the 
show  is  not  the  kid-friendly  of¬ 
fering  it  once  was. 

"It  is  a  tragedy  that  one  of  the 
most  iconic  children’s  television 
shows  in  history.  The  Muppets, 
would  be  so  filled  with  hduh 
content  —  sexual  innuendoes, 
sexual  references,  drugs  and 
ateo*H){*to  be  exact  -  that  it 
would  become  too  toxic  for  chil¬ 
dren,  PTC  President  Tim  Win-  , 
ter  said  in  a  news  release.  “Our  1 
research  shows  that  The  Mup-  j 
pets  isn’t  a  show  for  kids,  yet  i 
?  *5*  supposedly  created  for  1 
families  to  watch  together."  t 
The  characters,  headlined  by  c 
Miss  Ptegy  and  Kermit  the  Frog, 
haven  tbeen  featured  in  a  series  r 
m  17  years.  The  series  is  espe-  v 


ciaUy  cunning  because  it  fea¬ 
tures  characters  that  appeal  to 
children  but  casts  them  in  adult 
story  lines,  the  groups  said. 

Family  blogger  Michael 
Foust  agreed.  “We  live  in  an  age 
where  nearly  every  so-called 
children’s  movie’  contains 
adult  dialogue  and  inappropri- 
ate  language,  so  it’*  not  sur¬ 
prising  that  ABC  is  pushing  the 

envelope  with  a  Muppets  series 
catered  to  adults,  *  Foust  told 
Baptist  Press,  -but,  for  once,  I 
wwh  one  broadcast  network  or 
one  Hollywood  studio  would 

make  a  major  derision  based  on 

common  decency  instead  of  the 


i  TT  T^r  -  vji  me 

almighty  dollar. 

,  claims  it  has  warned 


w«a*a«  11  u«s  warned 
families  about  the  adult  con¬ 
tent,  but  what  it  fails  to  grasp 
u  that  children  are  naturally 
attracted  to  puppets  and  that 
parents  will  naively  let  their 
tads  watch  it,  assuming  it  is 
thei  m  jnnocent  show  of 

H*  called  The  Muppets 
filthy  mouthed,”  and  saiahis 
children  are  not  allowed  to 
watch.  “Just  as  our  society  lone 
azo  rejected  candy  cigarettes 
its  time  that  we  push  back 
against  cartoons  and  puppets 
sneak  adult  content  into 
our  children’s  minds.” 

The  show  slid  in  the  Nielsen 
ratings,  garnering  1.3%  of 
viewers  for  its  Oct.  13  episode, 


MUPPFTS  UNSUITABLE  —The  new  ABC  television  series 
found  in  a  study  of  the  first  four  episodes  of  the  show 


v —  vuuuicu  9uii  waicn 

the  show. 

“Make  no  mistake,  children 
are  inherently  attracted  to  The 
Muppets.  und  over  a  million 
young  children  are  watching 
the  program  each  week,”  Win- 
“No  matter  how  ‘edgy’ 
ABC  or  the  show’s  producers 
want  to  make  The  Muppets, 
Ws  still  reasonably  believethe 
show  is  for  them. 

"We  urge  the  network  and 
everyone  involved  with  this  pro¬ 
gram  to  re-think  the  dangerous 
direction  of  this  program  and  in 
the  meantime,  we  urge  parents 
to  be  warned  about  letting  their 
children  watch  The  Muppets  * 


One  Million  Moms  (iMM) 
called  for  a  boycott  of  the  show 
before  it  debuted  Sept.  22. 

iMM  suspects  there  are  going 
to  be  a  lot  of  shocked  moms  and 
dads  when  they  discover  that 
the  family-friendly  Muppets  of 
the  1970s  are  no  more.  No  sub¬ 
ject  is  off  limits  in  ABC’s  Mup- 
pet  Show  aimed  at  a  mature 
audience,  and  it  is  not  suitable 
for  family  viewing,"  1  MM  said 
in  on  its  website. 

“Children  will  not  enioy  this 
perverted  humor  on  topics  they 
are  far  too  young  to  compre¬ 
hend  or  understand.  ABC  has 
ruined  The  Muppets  by  intro¬ 
ducing  adult  subjects  to  chil¬ 
dren.  How  many  adults  will 


want  to  tune  in  to  watch  Th< 
Muppets,  only  to  end  up  having 
an  embarrassing  conversatior 
with  their  children?” 

Amona  the  findings  in  the 
PTC  stuay  titled.  An  Exami¬ 
nation  of  Iconic  Children’s 
Characters  Delivering  Adult- 
Themed  Content: 

■  Most  of  the  adult-themed 
content  referenced  sex,  alcohol 
or  drugs.  Forty-six  percent  ref¬ 
erenced  sex  and  54.5%  refer¬ 
enced  alcohol  or  drugs. 

■  Just  over  72 %  of  all  alco¬ 
hol  and  drug  references  aired  in 
episodes  three  and  four. 

■  Eighty  percent  of  all  the 
sexual  content  that  aired  in 
the  first  two  episodes  was  in 
the  form  of  sexual  innuendoes, 
sexual  references,  and  anatom¬ 
ical  references. 

■  The  iconic  characters  Ker¬ 
mit  the  Frog  and  Miss  Piggy  de¬ 
livered  nearly  half  of  all  sexual 
content  discovered  in  the  study. 

Simple  numbers  don’t  re¬ 
veal  the  total  picture,  PTC  said. 
For  instance,  a  bar  scene  in  the 
fourth  episode  was  counted  as 
one  instance,  but  was  lengthy 
enough  to  consume  almost 
one-quarter  of  the  show’s 
screen  time,  the  study  found. 
The  scene  showed  the  muppets 


The  scene  showed  the  muppets 
becoming  intoxicated  by  drink¬ 
ing  beer,  wine,  and  hard  liquor, 
PTC  said 


Truth  is  not  relative. 

Find  it  in  the  One  v\ho  is  the  vv.iy,  truth,  and  life. 

Simply  share  flu*  following  prayer  with  (»od 
in  vour  own  words: 
1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you.  <1  have  sinned.) 

1.  Ifvvant  forgiveness  tor  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 

It.  I  believe  Jesus  died  anti  rose  from  the 
grave  to  lorfffvi;  tm  sins  and  to  restore 
jf  my  relationship  with  you. 

it  believe  in  Jesus.) 
■A.  By  faith.  I  invite  Jesus  C  hrist  into  mv  lile. 
tfime  on,  I  want  t < »  live  in  a  lovini*  relationship 
Him.  (I  receive  (  hrist  as  mv  Savior  and  Lord.) 
to  them  he  t*ace  the  right  In  become  children  of 
n  to  f/i<>><*  w tin  hetieic  in  his  mime."  f/nhn  t.IJi 
irist  todav.  contact  a  local  Southern  Baptist  churv  h 

for  spiritual  guidance. 


From 


I  CONVENTION 
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undesignated  receipts  in  support 
—  of  their  respective  state  convention 
and  the  Southern  Baptist  Conven- 
twn  mastons  and  ministries. 

David  Eldridge,  senior  pastor 
of  First  Church,  Cbnton,  preached 
the  convention  sermon.  Russell 
Moore,  president  of  die  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Ethics  and  Religious 
liberty  Commission  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  was  the  keynote  speaker  at 
the  dosing  session  of  the  annual 
meeting.  Waytoo  Bailey,  senior 
pastor  of  First  Church,  Covington, 
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MOORE  IN  MISSISSIPPI  -  Russell  Moore  deft),  president 
of  the  Southern  Baptist  Ethics  and  Religious  Liberty  Commis¬ 
sion  in  Nashville,  talks  with  Hugo  Villegas  (right)  and  his  wife 
after  Moore  preached  the  closing  message  of  the  2015  annual 
meeting  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  at  First  Church. 
Jackson,  on  the  morning  of  Oct.  28.  Hugo  it  pastor  of  Iglesia 
El  Buen  Pastor  in  Forest.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


La.,  provided  the  Bible  Treasures 
series  of  devobonals. 

Praise  and  worship  were  pro¬ 
vided  by : 

■  Warren  Association  Choir 
(First  Church,  Woodland 
Church,  and  Highland  Church, 
aB  in  Vicksburg). 

■  Mississippi  Singing  Church¬ 
men. 

■  Sanctuary  Choir  of  First 
Church,  Clinton. 

■  Combined  choirs  of  First 
Church,  Summit;  Highland  Colo¬ 
ny,  Madison;  Cartervffle  Church, 
Petal;  and  the  William  Carey 
University  Chorale. 

■  Mississippi  Baptist  Sym¬ 
phony  Orchestra. 

■  The  Cooperative  Program 
Singers,  an  ensemble  of  Mis- 
sissWi  Baptist  Convention 
Bovird  employees. 

Two  resolutions  proposed  by 
messengers  and  presented  by  the 
Resolutions  Committee  were  ap¬ 
proved  by  messengers.  Resolu¬ 
tion  No.  l  was  titled  “Resolution 
of  Appreciation,"  and  offered 
thanks  to  the  staff  and  members 
of  First  Church,  Jackson,  for 
hosting  the  meeting,  along  with 
appreciation  for  the  speakers, 
singers,  instrumentalists,  outgo¬ 
ing  MBC  President  Matt  Buckles, 
and  others  “who  have  served  this 
Convention  faithfully." 

Resolution  #2,  proposed  by 
messenger  Carl  white,  senior 
pastor  of  Highland  Church,  Me¬ 
ridian,  and  titled,  “Resolution 
on  Bold  Biblical  Living,"  stated. 


:VTE  VX  ZF  T  OXKTOWXO  IY  EVXB  EVTE 


ZAZRXCEAM  FXXQ  VZB 


UOXKF  XAXJXC:  FZL 


Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  Janies  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by 
letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week’s 
puzzle:  Acts  1:7 


Submission  Guidelines  ^ 

i  The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish  news  and 
photographs  of  special  events  that  take  place  in  cooperating 
.churches  oi  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  News  items 
fand/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and  activities  for  secular 
'Or  outside  organizations  will  not  be  published. 

Preferred  method:  news  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  e-mail  address  below,  and  must  be  included  in  the 


BCV  REPORT  -  Matt  Buckles  (left),  outgoing  president  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention,  introduces  Rory  Lee,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  Baptist  Children's  Village  (BCV),  for  the 
BCV  report  to  messengers  attending  the  2015  annual  meeting 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  on  the  morning  of  Oct. 
28  at  First  Church,  Jackson.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 

"[We]  recognize  that  the  resto-  Larry  Le Blanc,  senior  pastor 
ration  of  Biblical  values  in  the  of  First  Church,  Summit,  will 
home,  in  our  churches  and  in  so-  preach  the  2016  convention 
defy  will  only  come  about  by  our  sermon.  Smokey  Gibson,  se- 
total  submission  to  the  Lordship  nior  pastor  of  First  Church,  Bi- 
of  Jesus  Christ  in  our  lives,  in  our  loxi,  will  serve  as  the  alternate 
homes  and  in  our  churches."  preacher.  The  2016  MBC  annu- 

TTie  Time,  Place,  and  Preach-  al  meeting  will  be  held  Nov.  1-2 
er  Committee  announced  that  at  First  Cnurch,  Jackson. 


may  be  typewritten  or  needy  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch  paper 
and  mailed.  AJI  articles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone.  Due  to  ever-present  virus 
threats,  no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted.  Photograph 
attachments  in  JPEG  format  are  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  the  who.  what.  whan, 
where  details  of  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person  s 
address  and  telephone  number 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronicattY  vie  email,  as 
attachments  m  JPEG  format  Herd  copy  photographs  mailed 
through  the  postal  service  will  not  be  accepted.  Pt oto- 
graphs  must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  wefWighted  Phctogmphs 
must  depict  people  No  landscape,  building-,  or  objertonty 
photographs  wtft  be  printed.  Photographs  containing  inapproprv 
ate  gestures  and  objectionable  ctothing  will  net  be  published 
Cell  phone  photographs  and  ether  tow  resolution  items  that  do 
not  reproduce  well  on  newsprint  are  generally  net  publishable 

There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/or  photographs 
will  be  published,  and  unsolicited  material  will  not  be 
acknowledged  or  returned.  All  news  items  are  subject  to 
editing,  and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping  News 
items  end/or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time  only 
Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  date.  Articles  the!  are  not  dete+ensitrve  will  be 
published  on  a  apac^evailab le  basis  These  guidelines  are 
not  meant  to  be  exhaustive 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  PO  Box  530.  Jackson. 
MS  392060530  FAX:  (601)  292-3330  frmail  beptiatrecordR 
mbcb.org 
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Mrs.  Glenda  C.  Pry 
Mr.  Ross  Wingo  Sr 
Helen  Smiley 


Dr.  Rory  Le«,  Executive  Director 

P.O.  Bax  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)922-2242 


HONORS 


Ann  GartreU  Anderson 
Carolyn  Johnston 
Elton  Beard 

Mr .  k  Mis.  Herman  L  Dungan 
Ms.  Rachel  Beard 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Charlie  Breland 
Mr.  Dewey  Blackledge 
Mrs.  Joy  B.  Roberts 
John  Bunch 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jack  McRee 
Vera  Yxette  Cothero 
Carroll  k  Sandra  Polk 
Mrs.  Predna  Huff  Crumpton 
Mr.  Cr  Mrs.  John  B.  Tillaon 
Mrs.  Joy  B.  Roberts 
Ms.  Judy  H.  Lacy 
Olivia  Parks  SSC,  FBC  Raleigh 
Chester  fc  Charlotte  White 
Corrine  Damico 
Mr .  fc  Mrs.  Terry  Simmons 
Virginia  Estelle  Douglas 
Mr.  fc  Mrs.  Wayne  Tillman 
Barbara  Brock 
Glenns  Watkins 
Harold  “Buck*  Dwyer 
Arlington  Heights  BC 
Richard  Hamnc 

&  J.  Grisham  Family 
Robert  Grisham  Family 
Drew  Harrington 
Mr.  fc  Mrs.  Jackie  Wooley 
Wendy  Champion  Hood 


Mrs.  Augusta  Mason 
Ms.  Margaret  Clark 
Mr.  Jack  Maxey 
Patricia  fc  Annie  Pearl  Triplett 
Lee  McCarty 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Byron  Kyle 
Um  Catherine  McGee 
Mr.  fc  Mrs.  John  Logan 
Mr.  Johnnie  McKenxie 
Mr .  ft  Mrs.  Jimmie  L.  Manton 
Mr  Aubrey  Nicholson 
Pev.  James  A.  Breland 
Mr.  Milton  Pickle 
Jimmy  fc  Jo  Jenkins 
Hare!  Pipkins 
Mr.  fc  Mrs.  Carl  R.  Howard 
William  Preatridge 
Hedgesville  Elementary 
School 

Mr.  Bobby  Read 
Mr.  fc  Mrs.  Jimmie  L  Manton 
Peter  A.  Saway 
Mrs.  Johnnie  W.  Brock 
Glenn  Simms 

John  fc  Regenia  Davis  K 
Mary  Frances  Ladner 
DsnidfcKalyn  Davis 
Eveiette  Sims 
Mrs.  Loree  Newsom 
Richard  Smith 

Dr.  fc  Mrs.  Gerald  J.  Haaacbnan 
Roger  Dale  Smith 
Betty  Crosby 

Mr  fc  Mrs.  J.  A  Maggio.  Jr. 
Geraid  Stanford 
Mr.  fc  Mrs.  Byron  Kyle 
Pam  Steele 


MEMORIALS 


Gladys  Gist 
FBC  Indianola 
Margaret  Gladden 
Mr  fc  Mrs.  Byron  Kyle 
Andy  fc  Iris  Glideweil 
Cotton  fc  Jackie  Weatherbee 
Clytee  Hamill 
Mrs.  Joseph  A  Hall 
Mr.  Jimmy  Hodge 
Jimmy  fc  Jo  Jenkins 
Mr.  Jimmy  Hogan 
Dr.  fc  Mrs.  Victor  L  Walsh 
Sandra  Slaughter  Hottovy 
Mr.  fc  Mrs.  Byron  Kyle 
Ethdlvy 

Mr.  fc  Mrs.  F.L  Robbins 
Mrs.  Jo  Beth  Janoush 
Mr.  fc  Mrs.  Byron  Kyle 
Mr.  fc  Mrs.  Mike  Dean 
Steve  Johnson 
Heritage  Luncheon  Club 
Marion  (Cotton)  Johnston 
Dr.  fc  Mrs.  William  H  Meyer 
Minnie  Jones 
Mrs.  Glenda  C.  Pry 
Ronald  Jones 
Concord  BC 
Mr.  Wallace  Kimball 
Daniel.  Dianne  fc  Alima  Smith 
Mrs.  Kathryn  Langston 
Mr.  fc  Mrs.  David  Dorn 
Mr.  Billy  Latham 
Mr.  fc  Mrs.  Mike  Dean 
Rev.  Luther  F.  Lindsey 
Mr.  fc  Mrs.  Mike  Dean 
Mr.  fc  Mrs.  John  C.  Duraj 
Annefl  Loffon 
Concord  BC 
Mr.  Mitch  Lundy  Sr 
Mr.  fc  Mrs  Jack  McRee 
Mr.  fc  Mrs.  Jay  Gore,  III 
Dr.  Raymond  Martin 
Mr.  fc  Mrs.  Anthony  Thomas 


BCV  EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY 

The  BCV  employs  Christian,  mission-minded,  husband  and  wife 
teams,  without  dependent  children  or  pets,  to  serve  in  the  position 
o  Houseparents.  The  couples  must  be  mature  Christian  adults  with 
personal  integrity,  character  and  of  good  reputation  with  standards 

and  ethics  expected  of  any  member  of  The  Baptist  Children  s  Vil- 
lage  staff. 

They  receive  a  salary  with  benefits  and  are  provided  a  private  bed¬ 
room  and  meals  while  on  duty. The  primary  job  responsibility  of 

.  °rrpl?ntS  il  maintain  >  home-like  environment  that  models 
healthy,  Christian  family  living  for  children  and  youth  residents  They 
are  the  primary  caregivers  and  help  with  everything  from  trans- 
ponaoon  and  homework  to  laundry  and  meals  when  on  duty. 

Houseparent  responsibilities  are  varied  and  somewhat  depend¬ 
ent  upon  which  campus  and  to  which  cottage  the  couple  is  as¬ 
signed.  However,  all  Houseparents  need  to  be  in  good  physical 


Raymond  LaveUe  Hughes  Sr. 
Mormon  Heights  BC 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Miller 
Un.  Era  Self 
Code  3  Services,  LLC 
Mrs.  Peggy  Johns 
Woodmen  of  the  World, 
Lodge  40 

Mrs.  Kathryn  Langston 
Barry.  Kim  fc  Ben  Lenard 
Betty  Jo  Leggett 
Ma.  Louise  McCaskdl 
Charlene  Rickard  Luae 
Reece  fc  Martha  Douglas 
Desnie  McCullough 
Mrs.  Donna  Harris 


Ms.  Becky  Avis 
Sherrie  Stofcr 
Charlotte  Vickers  fc  Family 
Mrs.  Lorrna  Stuart 
Mom  and  Dad 
Scott,  Selena  and  Family 
Darren.  Mary  and  Family 


„  ^"iflete  ^  description  and  application  may  be  downloaded 

at  www.baptistchildrensvillage.com. 


■i  Sunday  School  Lessoj«fok  November  8,  2015 


Where  Wickedness  Rules*  Genesis  18:20-25 ,  19:12-1 


The  lord  suddenly  came  to  see  Abra¬ 
ham,  who  was  thrilled  to  host  the  Lord. 
If  the  Lord  showed  up  at  your  house, 
would  you  be  glad  to  see  Him?  What 
would  you  be  ashamed  for  Him  to  see? 
Abraham  welcomed  Him  and  prepared 
the  Lord  a  meal.  Notice  that  Abraham 
recognized  the  Lord,  for  he  had  spent 
time  with  Him.  That’s  the  only  way  we 
recognise  His  voice  or  hand  in  our  lives. 
Jesus  said  in  John  10:27,  “My  sheep  hear 
my  voice,  and  1  know  them,  and  they  fol¬ 
low  me,"  (KJV).  God  then  told  Abraham 
that  in  a  year  he  would  have  a  son. 

As  the  Lord  prepared  to  leave.  He 
'  shared  with  Abraham  that  He  would 
soon  destroy  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  for 
their  sinfulness.  Abraham  interceded  for 
the  cities,  knowing  that  his  nephew  Lot 
was  there.  He  knew  Lot  had  a  wife,  two 
daughters,  and  many  servants.  Maybe 
he  aid  some  quick  math  in  his  head,  and 
asked  if  God  would  spare  the  cities  if  fifty 
righteous  lived  there.  Eventually,  Abra¬ 
ham  got  the  Lord  to  agree  that  He  would 
spare  the  cities  if  only  ten  righteous 
souls  lived  there,  but  he  knew  from  The 
Lord’s  reply  there  not  even  ten. 

From  tins  text  we  see  that  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  the  righteous  would  have  stayed 
the  hand  of  God  from  judgment  of  So¬ 
dom  and  Gomorrah.  I  believe  that,  were 


it  not  for  about  ninety  million  Americans 
who  claim  to  be  born  again,  God  would 
have  severely  demonstrated  His  displea¬ 
sure  with  this  country  for  the  horrendous 
sin  of  abortion.  We  slaughtered  over  57 
million  babies  since  1972.  No  army  can 
stay  the  hand  of  God,  but  a  few  righteous 
can  intercede  for  the  ungodly. 

From  this  story  we  also  learn  that  God 
judges  all  sin,  though  He  had  waited  for 
repentance. 

God  is  “not 
willing  that 
any  should 
perish, 
but  that 
all  should 
come  to  re¬ 
pentance," 
according 
the  2  Peter 
3;9,(KJV). 

God,  however,  defines  sin,  not  us. 
The  world’s  view  of  sin  ever  changes, 
but  God’s  word  will  stand  forever  (Isa¬ 
iah  40:8).  The  main  sin  of  Sodom  was 
homosexuality.  God  called  that  sin  an 
abomination  in  Leviticus  20:13,  and  vile 
affections  in  Romans  1:26.  His  view  has 
not  changed.  This  may  not  be  politically 
correct  in  today’s  culture,  but  it  is  ana 
will  always  be  biblically  correct. 


So  the  Lord  sent  His  messengers  to 
warn  Lot  in  Genesis  19.  He  was  not  glad 
to  see  them,  as  Abraham  had  been.  He 
asked  them  to  leave  soon  and  told  them 
they  were  in  danger.  Odd  that  Lot  was 
comfortable  with  Sodom’s  sin  but  knew 
God's  angels  would  not  be.  lot  was  sit¬ 
ting  at  the  city  gate  when  they  arrived, 
which  meant  he  was  a  leader  in  that  city. 
Lot  may  have  been  righteous,  but  he  tol¬ 
erated  un- 

,  .  ;v  righteous- 

ness, 
B  ^  though  he 

hated  it.  2 


Explore  the 


with  Rick  Henson 


Peter  2:6-7 
reads,  “And 
turning  the 
cities  of  So¬ 
dom  and 
Gomorrah 
into  ashes 

condemned  them  with  an  overthrow, 
making  them  an  example  unto  those 
that  after  should  live  ungodly;  and  deliv¬ 
ered  just  Lot,  vexed  with  the  filthy  con¬ 
versation  of  the  wicked,"  (KJV).  In  1611, 
the  word  conversation  meant  conduct, 
so  Lot  detested  their  actions,though  not 
enough  to  leave  Sodom. 

The  angels  told  Lot  to  round  up  his 
family.  He  warned  the  two  men  engaged 


Live  Humbly  •  Daniel  4:28-35 


The  book  of  Proverbs  is  full  of  con¬ 
victing  statements  that  often  hit  us  right 
between  the  eyes.  Character  flaws  such 
as  anger,  prejudice,  dishonesty,  and  lazi¬ 
ness  m  sprinkled  throughout  the  book, 
pointing  out  things  to  guard  against. 
One  of  the  main  ones  —  and  it’s  certainly 
not  limited  to  this  section  of  Scripture  — 
is  pride.  “Pride  goes  before  destruction, 
a  haughty  spirit  before  a  fall",  Proverbs 
16:18  (NiVJ  warns  readers.  Peter  was 
cocity  with  it,  and  a  cock’s  shrill  crow 
signified  his  humiliating  fall  (Mark 
14:27-31).  Acts  5:1-10  relates  the  story 
of  Sapphira  and  Ananias,  who,  wanting 
to  impress  fellow  members  of  the  early 
church  with  their  generosity,  paid  the  ul¬ 
timate  penalty  for  their  prideful  decep¬ 
tion.  King  Herod  failed  to  acknowledge 
God  when  his  subjects  praised  him,  and 
he,  too,  met  a  horrible  fate  (Acts  12:19- 
23).  And  in  a  summary'  of  seven  things 
the  Lord  hates,  (Proverbs  6:16-19),  a 
proud  look  tops  the  list. 

Clearly,  God  seriously  denounces  ar¬ 
rogance  and  egotism,  and  today’s  lesson 
deals  with  yet  another  example  of  his 
take  on  the  subject.  Let’s  look  at  the  lat¬ 
est  escapades  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  king 
of  the  massive  Babylonian  empire.  After 
conquering  all  his  rivals  ana  building 
Babylon  into  a  city  of  incredible  gran¬ 
deur,  the  kingdom  experienced  a  time 
of  peace  and  prosperity.  However,  God 


wasn't  pleased  with  the  powerful  king’s 
lifestyle,  and  began  disturbing  his  sleep, 
as  he  had  done  about  30  years  earlier 
(see  Daniel  2).  Perolexed  and  alarmed 
by  the  dream,  Nebuchadnezzar  called 
for  Daniel  to  interpret  the  night  vision. 


Scripture  tells  ‘us  that  Daniel,  upon  coming  to  fruition  (v.  29).  One  day,  how- 
hearing  the  king’s  account  of  the  dream  ever,  as  the  mighty  ruler  surveyed  the 


tailed 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

with  Ann  Maniscalco 


(4:10-17),  was  disturbed  (v.19).  When  he 
understood  the  interpretation,  be  told 
the  king,  “if  only  the  dream  applied  to 
your  enemies,  and  its  meaning  to  your 
adversaries"  (v.  19).  The  massive  tree  the 
dream  de- 
de- 
the 
him- 
The 
messenger 
coming 
down  from 
heaven  was 
described 
as  a  “holy 
one"  (vs.  13 

and  23),  wno  commanded  the  tree  to  be 
cut  down,  but  for  the  stump  and  roots  to 
remain.  The  dream  then  switched  focus 
from  a  tree  to  a  person  (again,  the  king), 
who  would  be  driven  away  from  others, 
living  as  a  wild  animal,  until  he  acknowl¬ 
edged  "that  the  Most  High  is  sovereign 
over  the  kingdoms  of  men...-  (v.  25). 
Daniel  advised  the  king  to  renounce  his 


to  his  daughters  of  the  impeding  doom 
and  they  tnought  he  was  telling  them  a 
joke  (Genesis  19:14).  Obviously  Lot  kept 
his  righteousness  to  himself,  li  you  went 
to  work  or  school  tomorrow  and  told 
your  fellow  workers  or  students  about 
Jesus,  would  they  think  you  were  jok¬ 
ing,  or  would  your  righteous  life  support 
your  words? 

God  rained  down  fire  upon  these  two 
cities.  Only  Lot  and  his  two  daughters 
escaped.  His  wife  disobeyed  and  looked 
Nick,  so  was  turned  into  a  pillar  of  salt. 
God  is  serious  about  obedience. 

God  is  also  serious  about  sin.  In 
these  two  chapters  in  Genesis  we  see 
God's  judgment  and  His  mercy:  mercy 
toward  the  righteous  and  judgment  to¬ 
wards  the  ungodly.  2  Connthians  5:21 
reads,  “For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  sin 
for  us,  who  knew  no  sin;  that  we  might 
be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in 
him,"  (KJV).  God  does  not  excuse  sin 
as  if  it  never  happen.  He  paid  for  it, 
for  His  holiness  demands  a  price.  Je¬ 
sus’  death  was  the  price  for  our  sins. 
Jesus  is  coming  again.  Will  you  be  glad 
to  see  Him  like  Abraham,  or  frightened 
like  Lot? 

Henson  is  pastor  of  Oakdale  Church, 
Brandon. 


wickedness,  and  in  so  doing,  perhaps  his 
prosperity  would  continue  (v.  27). 

Either  Nebuchadnezzar  temporar¬ 
ily  heeded  his  servant’s  concerned  plea, 
or  God  delayed  his  judgement,  because 
twelve  months  passed  without  the  dream 
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city’s  splendor,  he  began  regaling  his 
accomplishments,  and  praising  himself 
instead  of  the  Lord  who  had  enabled 
them.  While  “the  words  were  still  on  his 
lips"  (v.  31),  a  voice  from  heaven  let  him 
know  in 

no  uncer¬ 
tain  terms 
that  he 

was  facing 
an  abrupt 
lifestyle 
change.  As 
the  dream 
foretold, 
Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar  was 

driven  away  from  people,  and  lived  as 
an  animal,  eating  grass  and  being  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  elements  (v.  33).  His  hair 
and  his  nails  grew  grote.,quely  while 
being  unattended.  This  state  lasted  un¬ 
til  “seven  periods  of  time"  (v.  32  HCSB) 
passed.  After  this  prolonged  period,  the 
king  looked  toward  heaven  and  his  “san¬ 
ity  was  restored"  (v.  34  NIV).  What  a 


change  that  produced!  “Then  I  praised 
the  Most  High;  I  honored  and  gjorified 
him  who  lives  forever,"  the  king  testi¬ 
fied  (v.  34).  He  fully  recognized  God’s 
supremacy,  his  ability  to  do  whatever  he 
wishes,  and  that  no  one  is  able  to  pre¬ 
vent  his  plans  from  succeeding  (vs.  34- 
35).  The  lung  was  then  returned  to  the 
glory  of  his  kingdom,  where  he  “became 
greater  than  before"  (v.  36).  Nebuchad¬ 
nezzar  quickly  followed  that  statement 
with  one  of  praise  to  God,  recognizing 
his  just  actions  and  his  ability  to  humble 
those  with  prideful  hearts  (v.  37). 

Being  a  Christ-follower  God  involves 
humility.  It’s  one  of  the  marks  of  a  true 
believer.  Jesus  modeled  this  attribute 
when  he  stooped  to  wash  his  disciple’ 
feet  (John  13:2-7). 

In  the  book  of  James,  the  writer 
shows  us  steps  to  defeat  our  pride  and 
pursue  the  God-honoring  path  of  humil¬ 
ity.  First,  we  must  submit  to  God  (James 
4:7).  After  this,  we  can  resist  the  devil 
(v.  7).  Then  we  are  to  draw  near  to  God 
(v.8).  Next,  we  must  confess  and  forsake 
our  sin  (v.  8-9),  and  finally,  humble  our¬ 
selves  before  the  Lord  (v.  10). 

Philippians  2:1-4  also  lists  actions  we 
must  take.  Verses  5-11  show  our  perfect 
example  —  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

Ann  Maniscalco  is  a  member  of  Em¬ 
manuel  Baptist  Church  in  Ocean  Springs. 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 


^  Evansville  Church,  X- tend¬ 
ed  missions  network  Home- 
coming,  Nov.  8, 10  a.m.,  followed 
by  hinch;  Jim  Futral,  speaker 
Albert  Wukereon,  pastor. 


^  First  Church,  Stonewall 

Revival,  Nov.  8  -  11;  Sun..  11 
a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7 
p.m.;  Neal  Holden,  speaker;  Lee 
Robinson,  music. 


►  Macedonia  Church,  Merid¬ 
ian:  Homecoming,  Nov.  8;  ser¬ 
vice  followed  by  covered  dish 
lunch;  Ted  Dukes,  speaker; 
Paul  Bird,  music;  Virgil  Wal¬ 
ters,  pastor. 

►  High  Hill  Church,  Neshoba 

County:  Revival.  Nov.  8  -  11; 
Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon. 


-  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Larry  Duncan, 
speaker,  Mike  Barker,  music; 
Don  Cook, pastor. 

►  First  Church,  Nettletoa: 

Homecoming  and  revival,  Nov. 
8  -  11;  Voices  of  Mobile,  Sat., 
Nov.  7,  7  p.m.;  homecoming. 
Sun.,  10:30  a.m.  with  Matthew 
Johnson,  speaker,  and  Voices  of 


Mobile,  music,  followed  by  fel¬ 
lowship;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  Forrest 
Sheffield,  speaker;  Kelly  Mcgin 
nis,  music. 

Horseshoe  Church,  Tchula 

Homecoming,  Nov.  8;  worship, 
10:45  a.m.,  followed  by  fellow¬ 
ship  meal;  Larry  Kilgore,  speak¬ 
er,  Mike  Steen,  pastor 
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Divorces  devastate  families,  but  also  churches 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  Before  a 
divorce,  churchgoers  in  trou¬ 
bled  marriages  look  a  lot  tike 
their  happily  married  counter¬ 
parts  at  church:  participating, 
serving,  and  leading  at  similar 
rates,  a  new  study  shows. 

After  a  divorce,  the  differ¬ 
ences  can  be  stark.  Twenty 
percent  have  dropped  out  of 
church  entirely.  In  many  cases, 
their  children  have  stop|>ed 
attending  too.  A  third  nve 
less  to  the  church  than  they 
did  before.  Hieir  churches 
report  leadership  voids  and 
fractured  relationships. 

Yet  pastors  may  nave  diffi¬ 
culty  helping  couples  save  their 
marriages,  because  churchgoers 
on  the  Drink  of  separation  often 
keep  quiet  at  church  about  their 
marital  woes. 

Those  are  among  the  find¬ 
ings  of  new  research  by  Life- 
Way  Research,  an  arm  of  Life- 
Way  Christian  Resources  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
in  Nashville.  The  study  spon¬ 
sored  by  Focus  on  the  Fam¬ 
ily  surveyed  Protestant  pas¬ 
tors,  churchgoing  Americans  in 
healthy  marriages,  and  church- 
going  Americans  who  divorced 
in  the  past  five  years. 

The  research  points  to  a  prob¬ 
lem  with  church  culture,  said 
Scott  McConnell,  LifeWay  Re¬ 
search  vice  president.  If  couples 
are  unwilling  to  discuss  marital 
struggles  at  church,  they  don’t 
get  the  help  they  need,  he  said. 
Many  couples  also  may  not  real¬ 
ize  help  is  available.  While  most 
pastors  say  their  churches  offer 
counseling  referrals  and  other 
marriage  aids,  fewer  churchgo¬ 
ers  agree. 

“Either  pastors  are  overstat¬ 
ing  what  they’re  doing  or  not 
everybody  is  noticing  what  their 
church  is  doing,"  McConnell 
said.  "There  are  dearly  gaps  in 
communication  when  people 
don’t  even  know  help  exists. 


MARRIAGE  &  DIVORCE 


Who  do  couples  seek 

for  help  with  marital  problems? 

AMONG  CHURCHGOERS  WHO  DIVORCED 

i  gad  pastor  HHHHHBHHHIHHI  u% 


No  one  at  church 


Other  church 


Members  of  smal  group/ 

Sunday  School  dass 

Lay  leader  at  church 

Smal  group/Sunday  School  leader  WM  t% 

Other 
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He  noted  one  exception  — 
regular  churchgoers  whose 
spouses  do  not  attend.  Eighteen 
percent  of  those  who  divorced 
say  their  former  spouses  never 
attended  church  three  months 
before  their  separation.  In  con¬ 
trast,  just  two  percent  of  those 
in  healthy  marriages  say  their 
spouse  never  attends. 


"It  is  courageous  and  often 
uncomfortable  tor  a  married  in¬ 
dividual  to  attend  church  alone, 
but  it  is  also  an  indicator  they’re 
going  two  different  directions  in 
their  lives,"  McConnell  said. 


Divorce  in  the  church  Effects  of  divorce 


Divorce  is  a  widespread  issue 
for  Protestant  churches.  Forty 
percent  of  pastors  say  at  least 
one  couple  in  their  church  sepa¬ 
rated  or  divorced  in  the  past 
year.  Yet  among  regular  church¬ 
goers  -  defined  as  those  who  at¬ 
tend  once  a  month  or  more  — 
church  involvement  offers  few 
clues  to  distinguish  troubled 
marriages  from  healthy  ones. 

Three  months  before  their 
separation,  seven  in  10  regular 
churchgoers  who  divorce  are  at¬ 
tending  church  once  a  week  or 
more.  For  those  in  healthy  mar¬ 
riages,  the  rate  is  87%. 

The  two  groups  also  report 
similar  levels  of  involvement 
in  small  groups  at  church  (46% 
for  those  who  divorce  vs.  41 % 
for  those  in  healthy  marriages), 
serving  in  community  minis¬ 
tries  (34%  vs.  31%),  and  posi¬ 
tions  of  responsibility  at  church 
(39*. vs.  45%). 

"Many  of  the  people  who 
end  up  divorcing  are  average 
churchgoers,"  McConnell  said. 
"You're  not  always  going  to  see 
it  coming." 


After  divorce,  eight  in  10 
still  look  like  average  churchgo¬ 
ers.  They  may  switch  churches, 
but  they  re  as  involved  as  ever. 
Twenty  percent,  though,  no  lon¬ 
ger  attend  church  and  the  loss 
among  their  children  is  even 
higher.  Among  those  with  chil¬ 
dren  who  attended  church  be¬ 
fore  the  separation,  35%  a ay  at 
least  one  child  no  longer  attends. 

Nearly  half  of  those  who  di¬ 
vorce  (47%)  leave  the  church 
they  attended  before  their 
separation.  Rarely  will  former 
spouses  remain  at  the  same 
church  after  a  divorce  (10%). 
McConnell  said.  He  suggested 
helping  spouses  find  new  places 
to  worship  so  they  don’t  step 
away  from  church  entirely. 

A  third  of  those  who  divorce 
(32%)  say  they  give  less  to  their 
local  church  than  they  gave  be¬ 
fore  their  separation.  More  than 
a  quarter  of  this  group  stops  giv¬ 
ing  at  all. 

Pastors  say  the  repercus¬ 
sions  of  divorce  affect  others 
as  well.  Thirty-one  percent  say 
divorce  has  fractured  other  re¬ 


lationships  in  the  church,  and 
16%  say  it  created  leadership 
voids.  About  one  in  10  say  di¬ 
vorce  has  hurt  the  church’s 
reputation,  halted  its  momen¬ 
tum  (10%),  or  disbanded  an 
adult  small  group  or  Sunday 
school  class  (nine  percent). 

“The  vast  majority  of  church¬ 
es  do  not  have  an  effective  mar¬ 
riage  ministry,"  said  Greg  Smal¬ 
ley,  vice  president  of  Focus  on 
the  Family  in  Colorado  Spring, 
Co.  “In  fact,  moat  pastors  are 
so  busy  doing  other  things,  they 
often  don’t  consider  the  nega¬ 
tive  impact  failed  and  mediocre 
marriages  have  on  the  mission 
of  their  church. 

"The  church  should  be  the 
number  one  distribution  center 
for  healthy  marriages  because  of 
its  unique  role.  Eighty  percent 
of  marriages  began  in  church, 
giving  the  church  a  unique  op¬ 
portunity  to  build  a  relation¬ 
ship  with  couples  that  can  last 
throughout  their  marriage." 

Culture  of  silence 

Nearly  eight  in  10  churchgo¬ 
ers  —  arid  94%  of  pastors  —  say 
their  church  is  a  safe  place  to 
talk  about  marital  difficulties. 

Experience,  however,  tells 
a  different  story.  Among  those 
who  divorced,  only  48%  dis¬ 
cussed  their  marriage  problems 
with  the  lead  pastor.  Even  fewer 
talked  to  anyone  else,  such  as 
another  staff  member  (13%)  or 
a  member  of  a  small  croup  or 
Sunday  School  class  (11%). 

Thirty -one  percent  told  no 
one  —  a  troubling  sign  of  church 
culture,  McConnell  said. 

“If  churches  are  dogmatic  and 
not  realistic  about  relationships, 
then  those  who  have  trouble  in 
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their  marriage  are  never  going 
to  tell  anybody,"  he  said.  “Tnat’s 
a  wake-up  call  to  the  church." 

Offering  support 

Pastors  say  their  churches 
offer  a  wide  range  of  marriage 
support  services,  including  re¬ 
sources  such  as  books  ana  vid¬ 
eos  (77%)  and  referrals  to  pro¬ 
fessional  counseling  outside  the 
church  (75%). 

Many  churchgoers,  however, 
seem  unaware  of  the  services. 
Just  38%  of  those  in  healthy 
marriages  and  21%  of  those 
who  divorced  are  aware  their 
church  offers  books  and  videos 
about  marriage.  Thirty  percent 
of  those  in  healthy  marriages 
and  23%  of  those  who  divorced 
think  their  church  refers  people 
to  outside  counselors. 

Churches  can  be  more  effec¬ 
tive  by  being  more  proactive, 
McConnell  said.  He  pointed  out 
that  two-thirds  of  pastors  say 
their  church  has  no  lay  leader  re¬ 
sponsible  for  marriage  ministry, 
and  43%  have  no  written  plan. 

“As  much  as  churches  already 
do  things  to  help  with  marriage, 
there  is  still  a  huge  opportunity 
to  do  more  and  to  do  it  better, 
he  said.  “I  think  the  typical  pas¬ 
tor  would  check  the  box  and 
say,  'We  re  already  doing  this.’ 
And  yet  when  we  look  deeper, 
there  s  so  much  more  that  could 
be  done.” 

Deeper  involvement  by 
churches  is  critically  impor¬ 
tant,  Smalley  said,  “while  the 
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txvdy  affect  a  church’s  ministry 
and  mission,  and  thwart  future 
health,  more  than  hurting  mar¬ 
riages  and  divorce." 


piing  error  does  not  exceed 
plus  or  minus  3.8%.  This 
margin  of  error  accounts 
for  the  effect  of  weighting 
Margins  of  error  are  higher 
in  subgroups. 

The  online  survey  of  indi¬ 
viduals  who  ere  in  haalthy 
marriages  was  conducted 
July  23-28.  2015  A  demo- 
graphicaHy  balanced  sam¬ 
ple  from  a  national  online 
panel  was  used.  Quotas 
and  slight  weights  were 
used  to  ensure  the  sample 
being  screened  matched 
national  totals  for  gender, 
age.  ethnicity,  region  and 
education.  This  sample  was 
screened  to  include  only 
married  adults  who  attend 
church  once  a  month  or 
more  and  whose  responses 
to  the  Kansas  Marital  Sat¬ 
isfaction  Scale  were  Very 
Satisfied  or  Extremely  Sat¬ 
isfied  for  el|  three  ques¬ 
tions.  The  completed  sam¬ 
ple  is  1.000  surveys.  The 
sample  pitftrides  95%  con¬ 
fidence  that  the  sampling 
error  does  not  exceed  plus 
or  minus  four  percent .  This 
margin  of  error  accounts 
for  the  effect  of  weighting 
Margins  of  error  are  higher 
in  subgroups 

The  phone  survey  of 
Protestant  pastors  was  con¬ 
ducted  July  16-29,  2015. 
The  calling  Hst  was  a  strati¬ 
fied  random  sample  drawn 
from  a  list  of  eU  Protestant 
churches  with  phones. 
Each  interview  was  con¬ 
ducted  with  foe  senior  pas¬ 
tor,  minister,  or  priest  of  foe 
church  called  Responses 
were  weighted  by  region  to 
more  accurately  reflect  foe 
population.  The  completed 
sample  is  1.000  surveys 
The  sample  provides  96% 
confidence  that  foa  sam¬ 
pling  error  does  not  exceed 
plus  or  minus  3.2%.  Mar¬ 
gins  of  error  are  higher  m 
subgroups. 


